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o the Chtinsus of Jeflernsa Counney.

The canvass (or the convention :.as bara progres
sing with spifit for several wocka, aud aithough
there have been {requent npeakings, yet, bechuae
ol the busy seeson, lew are tamiiisr with the top
fos which are discussed. Fearing that some
friends may be celled ou %0 vote, without haviag
hoard what may be seid, it i+ deemed advigable, in
this way, i0 inform them of (he seyinge for and
agriost 1he proposed refo.ue. .

There seems (o be 8o - ference of opinicn as 10
the teaure of office. Al ag-ee that it should be
for 8 limited period. ThLese 1a some diffcrense of

inion as W the mode of appuinling o oﬁcei my

ference is, that the S-cretury of State, Aaditor,
urer, Commissioner of Land Qffice, Judges of

the Cucnit and Appeltiate Courts, ahould be eho-
ssa by joint baliot of the Gemeral Asrembly; but |
waald prefet the election o thess officers hy the
peopie, 16 the presri plan of exeguiive somins-
tisn. All county offi-om sheild be siceted Ly the
people. The abeoriiiug question, howeveg, is the
ipation of the alaves. Upou this thete ie o

ving my views upom thw
] the opinious of my opponenta—these gea-
mt'ﬁo a:‘e oppreed 10 llc:..:?tﬂllﬂ of emaa-
ipazion, and by con.equruce desire the perpetua-
tian of sisverv—will o hated and reaponied ia.

1. Thev sey emeacipation is uneonstitulional.

This proposition sed it: discussion seem to be
limited W Jeficraoa county. It is evident General
Washington thought it constitutional, whea he ¢x-
poessed the hope it would be dove in Virginia by
iaw. Doubless, Mr. Jeflvrson thought so. We
oll ksow Mr. Clay is of ket opinion.

New York, in 179, since the tormation of the
Ouited States Conslilulioa, sdopted 8 system of

us! emancipatiou, 10 take effect on the 4th

v of July of that year,

What is remarkebdle, not 8 citisen in the couaty,
excep! the pro-siavery cavdidates for the sonven-
ios aad Legisiature, bes been heasd 10 expioss &
doubl 88 10 ity constitutionsiuly.

2 la comnecuoa with the sbove, they sssent
that aeither Lhe ftee negro not those 10 be emaaci-
pated can be forced Ly law (o leave Lhe Siate.

la saewet, permit me Lo 3sk by what authority a
free negro is now ac'd into bondage in this Siate;
we all know 1his ia dome, and the law is sustained,
81 = because ati persons who axe exctuded by the
osustitution from poreibly becoming citizens sre
petwosally subject o legisiative enacunenta. Ne-
gives, mulaitloes mid Indiane camnai be eitisens
ander the couslitaliva, (00f shouid it be changed
ia 1het particular) consequestly s law oeuid be
passed requuing ali such 1o ieave the Siate under
such peasiiies as would wssure ils eanlotoement,
esides, the manumission of our slaves can be
on coadition, Lo take effect upon their removal.

3 Tnat lhere is less crine in 8 tlave than in a8
froe State,

Thie is sttempted to be proved by compering the
samber of cvnvicts ia different penileatianes. It
is belteved L at all obecrvation proves the position,
that erime foli in the channel of commerce.
Moce aaisiactory proof of this cuuld aot be found
aay where than sl homr. Louisville is the ounly
imporiant conmercial point in the State; she has
Jess than & sixteenth part of the population, and
she sends ss many convicts 1o the penitentiary as
the whole batance of the Stste. Besides, by our
law glaves are excluded irom the penitentiary, and
who cua est.mate the amount of ctime eommitied
by themn, which is ouly punivbed by Lhes mssicts,
oud never publicly kaown.

direct issue. Before

4 That slavery, by reiieving the whites from
the drucgery snd hardship of hard wotk, adds )
the lengih of lite of the whites.

The suggesiorof this new principle in philoso-
phy, ia his esgermess 10 swsiaia his new theory,
destrogs it wnconeciously by adding, *‘even owr
negroes live longer than the whites im the free
Suaten.”” This poeition has never been ailaded to
in private conversation but to be laughed at. The
discoverer ssys thst he finds by examiaing the
©ceasus, that Lhere are more pevroas of extreme old
age ia ihe slave Slates, than in Lhe free States,
ond coacludes, therefore, Lhal slavery must add 10
our loogevity. The eflect of climate seems 10 be
ovetiooked, But the theory can be best establish-
od bv giving a list of the names of those who bave
lived 20 long, with their modes of life, and if this
can be done the belief is, that it will appesr not
one caa be found to have reached three scere and
a who did not at some lime of his life periccm
aclive sad continnous labor.

8. That slavery teads 10 meake ouwr men more
Ghivalric snd beave than those of Lhe fres States.

i is sdmitted that it makes them more haughty
sad arrogant, and leads 10 the use of Lhe pistol and
bowie kaife, ofien upon bosom ftriends 1o the ruin
of lamiliee; amy other sipetiorily is more insgine-
gy than resl.

!:‘.'M slave ledor is more profitable thaa free

. This aseu eppears oo ridscuions that but
ligtie slontion has been paid to it.

Obie sad Kenmtucky reive the same kind of
€sops, vie: whesl, bariey, osts, rye, buckwheat,
ooru, potatoes, hay, hemp, tobecoe, cotioa, siik,
oad sugasr, and the cora end wheat alone in Ohio
ase of more value than all the foregoing products
of Keatsocky. Disinteresied writers, upon nation-
ol weaith, say slave lsboris 8 tax instead of 8 gain.
Ubeervation leads ua 10 the same conclusion, for
K is & generally admitted fact that if the owner
bed the value of his siaves in money, he could do
®uch better, even at farming, dy hiring while e~
bor, then he does with his staves. They are most
profitadle te their ewners when bired out, bat in 8
Sty of cases the hirer pays ¢ heavy tax 10 sus-
am s feolish pride. We know that siaves are
Gceless, indolent, slovi® aad wasteful, Such
lador canaot be compated 10 free labor, expecting
& enjoy its full reward.

i. That there is 0 country © which the negro
€38 b removed where he cen live and 2rosper.

1t ia balieved the collection of evidente om this
shject, given in & pemphiet some days since,
Will satialy the enquirer after truth. Besides, thete
8 ¢ jetter before me from Rev. W. McLais, agent
of the Colomization Society, in which he says:
“For the 1ot tem youm we have not iost five rr
ot ia the process of soclimstion. Thete has
ever beoa & coluny planied Wilh as little ascrifice
d‘nlnf:\:l.ibedn.' of e

a1 the expense semoving Begro
will impoverish the Siate.

_This ohjection is entitled to serisus considers-
Gon. Bearis mind that there is & sufficiency of
leod ia Liveris, bought smnd paid br.u‘.i'emq
Sezre ia Keatocky five acres, and that the govern-
Went of Liveria has stipuioted that they may setlie
@ the lands and be estitied 1o citisenship. The
enygrnt iben, shouid bave enough e take him 1o
it laad and 10 susiain him twelve montbe.
® much money se will mhhn-cn.-
b sequired—sll the balsnce can be fumished
fom our workshops and sbundest sgricultural

Now when we refiect that s!l this ie
Popesed 0 de sccomplished by the hire of the
:5"0“. the mountsia of dificaily sisks inte o

Atas

M“Iii u-.

. o the United States sn-
iy thea I... are megroes ia our Btate, and
\ey s Lrought for sbowt $10 per hesd. When
th¢ eammeroe of Liberis shail iocresse oo as to
8% tewum losds 10 vessels, Lhe Regroes cea be |
Smied 16 Alrica mearly as cheap as the Earopesa |,
:ﬂ.h bought here—thedifference i distance

.flde but little difference in prices. |
That 960,000,000 of the weaith of the Siate, |
Lot vaine of the siaves, wiil be deatroyed. |,
owe = ook into thiss We (ax nesr twenty mil- |,
ol ecten of land. Put it at that for the calce- |,
e Throe dollaes per acre will give you the

of your olavea. The land is now tated for i
-_'":'l-.-lvunge,dwﬂ pes acie, the addi- |
Gon, .}mﬂuh it 8o 87; -hilau‘clnodnol
Onio o0 cage §11 50, sad those of New York over
8% par o,  What is the cause of this disparity

Now heas the other sidn. - g
‘e emancipationiats say they go for a separa.
tion of ihe two races—-hoping belic':ing’!.lm
ot widl bpbﬂh_t_bﬂug beaefit of both. They de
:l:.l admiit Lhat it is among husasa possitdlities for
1@ negioes o got the aupiemucy here, and look-
S8 Upe: amaigamation wit ) the negroes ag impos-

cab ot
M .

i wibie, they believe the exterminaiien ot temoval

'(::e ue;ro‘;o h;ci»viubh.

. TRey azy that slavery is 8 soch), n . and
litteay ovil—that -lcv:, ishet is mm):ali":_"p&
BOW it Upe Lume, When we are ol peace 8¢ a uati
snd biessed '\vhﬁ leeming plenty, 10 8. aboui re-
Weving Lhis inewbus wpon the politic. The
rup propased is subsiantially, JList the slaves in
being uay Gve years hence, shall serve for life—
that thove bomn thereafier shall setve, the females
l'm 21, aud the males 10 95 yoars of age—the chil-
creu W go oul wilh the mother, not shouid Lue-
band and wife be se ted, but the first free
should be hived until the other becomes free.

Afiet they siinin the respeciive ages, theyare
t&be Licad tugl enough is mised (0 take: them 1o .
beria |

Our oppements sey that this will be de |
tsem of their property—ibat they hold lbeitm
by the same right they hold other property, aund
or0 30 much entitfed 10 the futnre increans o their
slaves, as (o the fnture produce ef their larma.—~
That kugland, a mouarchy, acted ia betier iaiih
with fer subjects, than we 10pose to our fellow
:mub- ‘.&.: WO.000 siaves freq im hey

A " v
F"‘?.';:,"' laleq, She pasd L£2,00),0) P e
 amswer iny ' The HibI Informa os Yhat ma
wes given ‘‘ dominivam ever the fish of ihe u.":n:
ovel the fowes of the air, and over the caltie, and
over atl the earth, and over every creeping thing
| that esecpoth upou the earth.”’ ‘Thue we 42y M8
}nna talucal right 1o his lauds and his stock, and
\\e has but 10 confoim 0 couveutional requiie-
meals (o epjoy them in peace. Not 20 with sia-
jvacy ; M s the oreature of Lrute force, it has the
sustanty of luw, snd inay be rightfully wrared a
irgul monster When we buy & negro, we know
that we hoid him wnder sulhority that is liadle o
he revi.ked, bui that same suthority would not be
justified in ’qmtmng iu the same way witk any of
our netursl rights. Does any one docbt the right
ol the approschisg CORvVenLIon o say that slavery.
shali not iongetexiat ins Aeatucky? Surely dut few,
But they would have oo such right to deprive us
of ouc iand and eur caitle; such »m act woull
disnoive sosiely. Lat us look at Eugland’s acts.

Qha biraratad fnmatantae meaeo —a L
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She livetaied instanter, many of hc.x_:hvn. others
It wus Nitle
cise, however, than immediate emancipatioa, for
whica sbe paid less thaa $1M s head; now are
tot tiie services of the negro according 1o ous Plan,

' { of mere value than this emount of menev?

Hul agein, if the owaer does Dot wish Lo come
vader the uperstion of the law, he has Give years
in whirh 10 sell his megroes, ai:d if he dors ot
like ecither of the foregoirg terme, he hos Gve
years 10 remove wilh Lis negroes 10 @ State where
slavery is lolerste ;. The reply 10 this, ia that we
force the slave owner to leave his native coun.
ey, Uur answer in, thal be is not forced, but acts
with & view 10 his inlesest ; bul thet bes slaying
hece with his negroes will force oar childres 1o

"{losve their homes 30 make rooim for (he aegoes.
AW we wili ture our atieat.un 10
'Jour chiidren, and prepare them 10 take \be place

education of

of the manaters and niaves who leave us, the coum.

Uy waild be greally the griaer, ia more ways than
ose.

Th-re is another point of view in which the sisve- |-
holder may receive instruction in considering this |

question. We oee Lhe facility with which property

chia: ;s hands. Whea we redect that slavery ne- |

cessarily makes our childrea more indolent and
exiravagant, if 2ot wmore diesipeted, is it vestu-
fiag Wo much 10 predict that i things rewmin as
they uow are, the childres of our noa-slaveaoiding
peixibors will in thirty years owna ma&)ri ty of the
oegisen.  Here is food for thought. We know if
the slaves are 1eruoved other laburers mast supply
their places. 1f they come from other Staten 2ach
oae, in ail probadility, will bring with him five
Umes a0 much as ihe slave whose placehecomes
10 £l has taken away, a0 that in that case the
Siat~ would be more than a five-fold gsiner, for in
addiiien 10 the wealth, she will have received [
white cilizen and lost ouly aslave negro. Huta
mach greater giin thaa that is proposed and hoped
toc.  Itis 1o qualify our children for the caltivation
of our ach lands, mow worked aimost emtirely by
slav.s, and keep them among us with the sann-
rance they shall enjoy the biessing. In that way
our owa chirren wili §li ap the vacancies, and not
lerq\e us dependaat 0o emigratios, but independent
of it.

It is euid by some, that those who have me
slaves shoald not voie 80 a8 10 effect slave prcpe
erly.  Suppuse our coautry should call for mien to
defengd her rights and bonor, would our slave hol
dess gy 10 such, you have but little interess n
the Government—you owa me Begroep—-elay at
home, we will beeast the storm and fighs for out
eountry. Haua this ever been the case with sesh
pauiotal Suppose & sesvile inswrrection should
ske pisee, wouid the slave owners say © those
who du not own slaves, you have o interest in the
matier and should not interfere! With 1he sune
propriety thet mightbe said, as t0 say they have
0o 1ight 10 vote. No, they would appeal finst to
their patriotiem, and if thet failed, they wonid turs
you 10 the law and show Lhat they were bound o
asaist in quelling the insurrection and restoriug or-
det. Look atthe slave stampede in Fayette last

'} yeer; some J0 or more negroes ran sway aad pees-
| ed through portions of three or four large slave-
'{ boiding counties, and could sot be arrested until

they got among the mon-siavelioiders of Hrackea

| county; these good peopie did met hesitaie in the

tiormance of theil duty—the megroes were ts

en and retumned (0 their mastere—ihis wea inter- | |

[ R R
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fering with slave property—-did the siave owners
condema this act, and declare it interference?

I we have 20 tegard 0 our owa fotereat, we
should look to the futnre coudition of our chiid-

ren. We have mow near two hundred thomsand |

sisves; they are mineteon times as numerous now
a8 ey were Gily yoass sinee. Su they are
doubied in every coming twenty-five years. kn
one humdred years there will be over three mil-
lions, What then is 10 become of our children !

Lok st stubborn truthe, lo 1810 Indisna hed
but a delegate in tess, and Meptucky had
nine represtntatives. ey Were equal in repre-
sentlauves, having Les each in 184, and in ] y
if the ratio is fixed at one Lundred thousand, Kep-
tueky wiil have 7, Indisna 10, and Ohio repre-
ssmtstives. Shoald mot swch truths induce every
man 0 o bis Cutyl It 1s evident alavery is & hia-
crance (o the intelligence and improvement of the
masres, k atour ronntry: truth contaios the
admission—ibe free while laborers, thoss who
get lbeir “‘living by the sweat of their faces,"’
the bone and sinew of the land, coustituting four-
fifths of the white population, are driven back to
the hills, holiows, and poor lands, leaving the
rich lands (o0 be culitivaled by slaves. Thus eir-
cunmianced, the poor, from the sparsencss of
their selllements, cannot sustain ochoole, conse-
quently, their children grow up in ignorance. The
estimste js that twenty thousand votlers im our
State, at the iant Previdential election, could nei-
ther read or writa. When we refleet that our gov-
etament relies for ita support upon the intelligence
of tho"nple, is not this teadency of alavery ap-
pailing

We desire the new constitation mey be amend-
sble as the present one, ané Uiat it ahall ptovide

| {urther,—that 8 cluuee may he changed or amend-

ed, or that & clause may be siricken out, or 2 new
one added by the votes of the Legislature and of
the people, s is mow required to call 8 coaven-
tiow ; exnept that nothing is guimed to tequire the
L?uhwu (0 aclis say givea mumber ot daye.
riends, the emancipauonisis have o feeling
is commoa with the sbolitionista; they detest
them sad their principles, and 0ok upna them
next (0 the wen who would fasien acgre slavery
upon us forever,—as enemies 1o the prosperily of
the Scate. 8o jong es the negroes are here, it i
best foc all that they shoaid be siaves. Masters
should, therefore, be prevented from freeing their
slaves, without provision being made for their re-
wrval {10m amang ua, -
Heiug 100 oid, and baving Loe much stolnke to
flatter, the foregoing is submiued (o your aerious

siderstion our friend
osa ch) W, P. THOMASSDX,
POt~ - . o . ' ‘ae
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