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THE GREAT SLAVE STaMPrpX IN Missourl.—
The Canton, Lewis Go., Mo. Reporter, gives the
following necount of the recent great slave stam-
pede there: . .

A great excitement prevails in Lewis county, in
regard to the recent attempt of the negroes to run |
away and rise 1 insurrection; and as many reports
are 1n cireulation in relation thereto, we deem it ,
our duty to publish a trus siniement of the matter
-] a8 1t occurred, ! -

- A little before day on Friday morning last, o ne- -
gro man, bélonging to James Miller, came into the |
house, ostensiblv to make a fire. Retore going
out . Miller heard him step towards the gun
n;cL, take someothing, and leave with caution. The
' | eireumstance exciting some suspicion, he went 10

the door and called first ona and (henanother of his
negroes, but receiving no answer, he went to tha
negro quarter, and found no one there, He then !
aroused the family, first ascertsiniog, however,
that both his guns were missing. The neighbors |
ware alarmed as soon as poassible, and pursuit
made.. Mr, Harvey Henderson was the first to
come in sight ofthem. Inadditionto the guuns, they
had takenidr. Miller's wagon and team, Mr, Hen
derson approached near enongh to identify the wa-
goa, &e., and 1hen quickly wheeled his horsa to
rotify and bring up additional force: and 11 was
well he did eo. It wea afterwards ascertained from !
somie af the negroes, that they had determined to |
kil him, and for that purpose were bringing a load-
1ed rFun to berr upon him, as he wheeled his horsg
aod disappeared. * .
| Undismayed by the occurrence, the other ne-

F:oes slill mainisined the same hostitle attitnde,

1ve minutes were given to them to consider of
{ their sarrender. The women first gave up, and
' | implored the men (o do so likewise, as John was
:| already dead. Before the end of the time the men
{ yielded; guva up their weapons, werse bound and
[ brooght 10 Canton. -The {caders have beenshipped
] to St. Louis and sold. i ' o

b

It hassince been ascertained that it was intended
to be a general ingurrection, and, to that end, it is
believed that nearly allthe slavea inthe county had
aolice, and were to have met and rendezvoused on
Friday at Canton The plan was to kill all the
negroes who would not join them-—and with foree
of arms move off in a body to Ilinois, and theace to
Canada. However preposterous the plan may
seem, it certainly hus & good deal of truth for its
touadation. The younger negroes disclosed it, but
others, who did not join them, acknowledged they
were notified and knawof it. Beaides, othara have
made a break. We understand that Parson James
Liltord's negroes, in his absence, after abusing the
family and making many wicked threnls against
them, made. off, but were loekily caught by the
neighbors, and lodged in the Monticello jail.

be pursuers, pumbering about thirty guns, soon
came Up The n , amounting to betweéen
twenty und thirty, helted. They had three guns,
‘together with large clubs and butcher-knives. Be.
sidea Milter's negroes, gome. eighteen or twenty,
\hers were several ba{onging to Judge Wm. Ellis,
Mre. MeKim, and Mr.- McKutchen. As soon asthey
‘halted. they mado their dispoaitions for an obstinate
.defenca. sir paravars marched towards them
in regular order with presented guns.  When near
_euogEh, . they ,asked them to aurrender—they re-
fused. They drew nenrer and nearer, prrlying and
lnsisting on B surrender—the negroesstll manifest-
ing the most dogged and settled hostihity, peremto-
rily refused to yield, -Finally, oft=r waiting and

.| reasening the casd withk them without the least ap-

parent effect, and until all patience was exhausted,
they commenced closiog upon the negroes, when:
Mitler's John, a very powerful negro, and fierce os
a grisly bear, confronted Capt. J. b Blair with
his club raised in the act of striking, when e Mil-
ler, his master, told Biair to shoot him. Blair made
one atep backwards -and: fired—the negro turned
partly around, recovered, ssized his knife, and was
in the act of rushing on Blair, whea Jokn Fretwell
?retd et him, and bo fell dead. Both thots took ef-

Slave Stampedes on the Missouri Borderlands
National Park Service Network to Freedom / House Divided Project at Dickinson College






