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CALIFORNIA, DESERET, AND NEW MEXICO.

Mr. FOOTE. In sccondance with a notice given by me
some weeke ago, I rise for the purpose of obiaining the aseent
of the Senste to the introduction bf the bill which 1 now hold
in my hand, which bill is entitled ¢ A bill to provide for the
organization of a Territorlal Government in California, Desa-
ret, and New Moxico, to enable the people of Jacinte,
with the assent of the Siate of Texas, to provide a constitu-
tion and State Government, and for the sdmission of such
|-Btate into the Union, 'wpon an equel footing with the original
Siates in all respects whalssever.” [ beg leave to detain the
Henate for o few minutea, whilst I explain the objects of this
billy in conformity with parliamentary ussge, and the excel-
lent example this moment set us by the honorable Senator from
Missouri, (Mr. Bextoxn,) who has joet taken his seat ; of
whom and of whose example I may say that it is somelimes
quite convenient for one -iu is disposed to assail, but who
wiehea Lo do so without expodsing himeell 1o the avenging jus-
tice of the lex falionis, to exhibit himself rhetorically, as he
hae done this morning, in a epeech meraly infrodwetive fo &
bill, which is, regularly, not sabject lo be responded toal all;
instead of coming upon the arena of debate in n more formal
manner, and generously allowing those who differ with him
in sentiment the opportunily of replying to views which, go-
ing unanswered, might be productive of & delusion not esy
to be romoved, at least by & subsequent responss maede io the
customary rootine of debate.

So far as the reduction of be present territorial boun-
daries of Tetas is concerned, [ believe that thera s no dif
ference of opinion in this bady. It is cerainly mot troe,
us this moment urged in cur hearing, that Texas, allowing
1o her all the territory claimed by her actof 1836, adopted
whilst she yet remained an independent republic, weuld be too-
large for a single State of this Confederacy ; and { will add,
that her right Lo all the tarritory cliimed for hey by the act
of 1836, eniitled ** An act for defining the bundaries of
the Republic of Texas,” is one which ne Ingesuity can ua-
dermine, and no sophistry elude  Tndeed, T that
the true limits of Texss will never sgain ¥ ted in
the Congress of the United States ; since th honorable Ben-
ator from Missouri, who, when the resolutiss of Texan an-
naxation were under consideration in this dinmber, was, if [
recollect aright, theonly Sanstor who to callin goes-
tion hernow neknow) boundaries, hasntlost now become
& eonvert to the tenchings of others uporthis subjeci—to the
teachings of those too, air, who,whan thewirst sdventored opon
the taek of Instraction, were treated witl nought bat seornful
incredulity and m sort of Fudladeen emlempl.  Sir, the fact
that Texas is wo large for n single o by no means anew
discovery | such was opinion i 'rbm who framed the
resolutions of annesstion, ss no opt will doubl who will ex-

mlhaﬂm-ﬂlomu&zu y con-
template o futore division of Texas into with
ber own eonsent, first hed and oblasined. The terms of the

resolutian of annexation, so far ss this point is concetned,

four in
tion to said State of Texss, havin
lnﬁimllnnhdﬂ. may hereafter, by the eonsent of

be formed out of the territory thereof, which shall be
fm‘.d to wdraission under the provisions of the Federal Con-
stitution. ™ ~

Yeos, sir, the wltimate formation of New States within the
limits of Toxas, ss those limits were to exist at the

viod of annexation, was _distinctly contemplated, snd most
?;m-u; provided for ; and that these limits were understood
at the time e em all the tervitory now claimed by
Texas, is quite evident the fact that it was in sdduion
prol'idd by the resolotions of annexalion themee.ves thal
4 guch Siates an might be formed out of that portion of said
torritory lying south of thirly six degress thiny minules north
latitade, eommonly known as the Missouri compromise line,
should be asdmitted into the Union with or without sluvery, ae
the peopla of each Siute asking admission might "
whilst {t wun provided that * in such Biate or Statos as should
b formed out of the territory north of sald Missouri eompro-
mise line slavery or involuntary servitude (utmﬂhﬂl}
should be prahibited.” Now, as this same i com-
promise line is some two degroes of latitude or more norih of
what haw been generally marked upon our maps s the north-
ern boundary line of Texas, and runs b the heari of
what is now called by some New Mexico, and was once uni:
vermlly rocognised as sush, it follows, asan inevitabile cou-
elusion, that the American Con which the ro-
solutions of annexstion nothing lews than the re-
cogrition of the procise northern and westorn boundaries of
T'oxas as described in ber wot of 1836, already referred to.
1t is, therafore, not at all surprising that the territorial surface
of Toxas ms then marked out, was on all sides sdmitted 1o be
too large o ba perm ly emb | wiihin the firves of
o single Siate, and might well bear future division snd sub-
divison.

[ repeut, thoreforo, Mr. Preaident, that it is no new dis-
covery which has been snnounced o pompously in our hear-
ing this moring, that Texus, with the boundaries that of
right appertain to her, is too large for a slogle State | nor is
the bonorable Benutor from Missouri entitled to the eredit of
haviog originated o scheme for tbe redoction of ber limits,
No ane will doubt this who is aware that the bill, for the in-
traduction of which I now nsk, and which has besn printed
by ordor of the Sonate, and been lying upon the tables of hono-
rable Senators for at Jeast ten days past, actually provides for
the establishmant of & new State within the limits of Toxas,
with the consont of the State of Texss it had and obtain-
ed, to bo enlled the State of Jacinto; which State i to be so
laid off as bo embiace all of what is now Texas lying to the
waul of the river Brasos, This bill has not only been printed
and boen lying on the tables of honorable Benators for the period
mentionsd, but I desmed it expedient alao, in verious modes
during the first waek of Congress, 1o apprize the whole Ameri-
ean publie that such a measure would be liought forward
This L did in order that no surprise might be produced in
soy querter, and that the minds of our twenty millions of
gountrymen might be srasonably informed of what was in-
teided (o be done, or ol least of whet was desired to be done
by soene of us on this important subject.

from Missouri, at the period when the Texss annexation re-
solutiona were under discussion in this chamber. [ was
aware, alan, cerlainly, that these New York resolutions had
been intreduced for the purpose of perpetrating a most hideous
fraud upon the South, by applying the principle of the Wil-
moet proviso to all the territory asserted to belong to New
Mexico. I was likewise cognizant of the peculisr relalions
which have for some time past subsisied between the Barn-
burning and Abolition gentry of the Empire Siate and the
honorable Senator from Missouri.  Yes, sir, all thess
things [ konew, and I hope duly appreciated ; but mever
did it enter into my head to coneieve that there was in ex-
istence a human being, ‘s member of this i!losirions body,
representi ue one the slave Siates of the Confedera-
b bhmmﬂ:: -7 lI—:I'. o g
b R 0 bimself & bring

aaong us this morning, and which, it Voo s b,

t

without amendment, unsettle the ques ion of
slavery in sll the vast dmnmnﬁh purchess
from the of Texss. 1 sy wnsctile the quistion of
slavery in all the territory referred to ; ond I say #3, wpon
grounds which cannot be disputed ; for oo one can deny that
the annexation resalations slready cited did most effecinally
and permanently sstile this question in all that was then re-
cognised aa the Siate of Texas. Yes, sir, the Missouri com-
promise principle was expressly dpplied to the territory an-
nexed, and thus was all contention upen the most exciting
anl perilous queation ever agitated in the Republic complete-
Iy precluded.  The bill now brought foreard, as will be per-
odived by those who will examineit, sveereres this Missouri
compromize prineiple in all the territory prapossd ta be pur-
chasod ; and every acre of it is placed in the same plight and
condition procisely s ara California and our ather recently se-
quired possessions.  Now, this will be held to be net a little
surprising by thoss who are aware that the batroduzer of his
very bill ot this moment stends inatrucied by the Missouri
Legislature to vote for the spplication of the M ssouri com-
promise principle to all the territory within which ibe adver-
satied of our Bouthern jastitution= are etriving to catablish the
dominion of Abolition,

But the honorable Benator has been still more daring upon
this occasion, and has ventured to assert, in the plainest and
strongest language, that by the Texas annexation resolutions
the fre:-aﬂl'l principle, as it is called, was introduced into
all that portion of Texas situated rorth of the line of 36°
30", 'The honorable Senator was never more in error in his
life, sir. 1 do not doubt that some such absunl and unfound-
ed idom may have gainod entrance into his cranium when the
annexation monaure was under consilerstion, and in this way
we may perhaps account for the honorable Benator having
himseli valed for that mensure, after baving exerted himsell
fo the utmost to do%eat it ; and yet [ repeat that be never hns
committed a more egregioun blunder in his life than in this
instance.  Why, sir, Texas was admitted as one State ; she
wan ndmitted as & slure Biate, an she yet in, and, w [ doubt
not, she will permanently remain. By the terms of annexa.
tlon, ne now Blate can bo formed within hor limits save with
bar own consant.  ‘There i ot much free-ssil, [opio, in this
wrrangement.  But the cose {s still sironger © elavery I not
excluded except rom such Btate or States ** aa may be form.
o out of hor tarritory noith of the Misauri compromise line,"
Now, o it in by no means certain that there ever will be &
rew Sute formed; wih the consent of Texar, oot ol
that portion of her territory just alluded to—as it in not
cartaln that a naw State will ever thus sprivg up In Texas,
the whole of whoss territorisl domain will be located north of
the line of 26° 90, [ am not oble to discern how it
in thot what the honorable Ssnator |s pleasad to call the fee-
il principla was ot all let in by the resclutions of anoexation,
On the eontrary, | contend that this principle s most «fToc-
tually and foraver preeluded from all the territory embraced
within tho limits of “Texan by these very resolutions, and thet
there bn a moral eortainty that sl the ssil of Texss now open
to the set'loment of Bouthern men and their slave property
will fornver remnin thus oper. T will only mentlon iwo res-
sors oul of mnt- which might be urged (i support of this view
of the suhjoct | but they will be held (o be sufficient by sll un-
préjudiced minde.  And, frst, | ek honoralle gentlemen to
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But the honorable Senator has been still more daring upon
this occasion, and has ventured 5 arsert, in the plainest nnd
strongost langasgs, that by the Texas annexation resolutions
the frec-soil principle, as it is called, was introduced into
all that portion of Texas situnted north of the line of 36°
a0'. Tho honorable Senator was never more in ercor in his
life, nire. T do not doubt that some such absurd and unfound-
ed idea may have gainod entrance into his eranium when the
nonexation menaure was under considerstion, and in this way
wo may perhape account for the honorable Bemator having
himseli voled for that measare, after having exerted himsell
to the utmost to do%ent i1 ¢ and yet [ repeat that be nover bas
eommittod 8 more egregious blunder in biw life than in this
instonce.  Why, sir, Texas was ndmitied as one State | she
wai admilled as & slree Biate, an she yet i, ond, we [ doubt
not, she will permanently remain. By the terms of anneta.
tlon, no now Blate can bo formed within hor limita save with
bar own consant.  ‘There i not much (ree-noil, [opine, in this
wrangement.  But the ease s wiill sironger = slavery In not
excludeld except lrom such Biate or States ** as may be form-
od outof h.ur torritory noith of the Mimsouri compromise line, "
Now, an it in by no mesns certain that there ever will be a
new Site formed, with 1he consent of Texas, out of
that portion of her territory just alluded to—na it ia not
certain that o new Siate will ever thus sprivg up In Texas,
thee whole af whoss territorial domain will be lecated north of
the lino of 38° 00, 1 sm not able to diseern how it
in that what the honorable Senator fs pleased to eall the free-
#oil principle wasat all 16t in by the resolutions of anoexation,
On the eontrary, 1 contend this principls in most fToe-
lu:l-'llr and Firaver precladed from all the territory embraced
within the limits of Texas by these very resolutions, and that
there in o moral certainty that sl the ssil of Texss now open
ta the wet!loment of Bouthern men and their slave proparty
will foraver remain thuw opens. T will only mentlon two res-
sons oul of mn{ which might ba urged in su of this view
of the suhject ; but they will be held to be lum“ by all un-
F'ﬂm minde.  And, first, 1 ek bonorable gentlemen to
ol at the murface of ‘I'exas, indented wa it is with various noble
rivars, all of them except one, (1he Red river,) running from
the mouniaineus region of the north to the Gulf of Mexico in
the south, nowdy in & straight line, Glanee for o moment ot
the Sabine, the Trinity, the Brasos, the Colordn, the Sin An-
tanle, and the Rio Bravo del Norte, Would any but o mydman
evar think of dividing Texas into new Biates without adopt-
ing soma of thess noble rivers as boundaries ! T shallnot expa-
tiate upon thie point ; it would be superflusus to do s, |
shall content myaell with n statement of the fact, of which |

fewn to. have persoal knowledge, that all in Texss who

e ever wuggentod tha propriety of  division of her territo-
rial area lute iwo or more Btates have unitormly urged ihal
hiee great rivers shwuald constitute the line of soparation be.
tween State and Bin'e, Thus all the new Siates to be form.
ed, like the present 'Tevas, would be bounded on the south
by the Gulf of Maxicn, and some of them perchance be inters
sectid by the line of 36° 30 | not ane of them would be foand
Iying entisely above that line,

Duty let it be recollected that ne such new Biate or Biaies
<an ever be formed without the comsent of Tewar; wnd then
let any man answer me the quesiion, whether i1 is possitile
that the noble State here represented by (he two dirtinguisbed
gentlemen now in my eye, (Messrs, Hosx and Hovsron)—
n State so eminently Soufhern in ber origin, her hersic
achivvements, hor well-known pelitical principles, and her
focal inlerests——can evor become eo far recreant to her own
high character—her glorious deeds in the war of her revolu
tion—ao unmind ul of her troe honor—her safely now and

in future—so blind to the seeorsed designe of the fectioniss |/
her undoing, and the wlg- | |
|| fur restrict her capucity of division as only 1o allow two Biates

wio have have already
mate destraction of the whole South—nn to be willingly used
by unprintipled men, whether rosident in the Norih or in the
‘Bouth—whethor demagogues, fanstics, or traitors—for the
purpose of muliiplying the number of our adversaries in the
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famve wan acquired, and where the sacred iples of
eivil and religious libariy were established by the pouring ol
the precious biood of patriotsand heroes. | know the peogle of |

Texas well, and, humble as | certainly am, and all unworthy |
ol such distinguished honer, [ chanced ten years ago Lo b invited |
by many of her most illustrious citizens (one of whom is npow
mamber af this body) to h.umhm.f hor war of
independence. | complied
made, writing two considersbls volumes u
and the Texans ;" the
noother sdvantage Lo
tnlulrwln:"ihh » in the American Senate, in behall
of the people of Texes, snd to vindicate them aguiost all sus-
icion of delinqueney upon this great and vital quemion. No,
vir, no; Texns will never consent that a single m-a!'hn ™
crod soil—earned by the valor of her
the memorable treaty wrong from the Mexican Liictstor smid
the gloties of that hour which bave made the name of Jaciolo
& name teriible to tyrante and encouraging to the strugglers for
freedom throughout the workd—of that soil, her fitle to which
has been tacilly recognised by the sct of annexation itseli—
vindicated in all the bstiles which marked the progross
of our Iste memorsble war with Mexico, and solemaly

confinmed by the Ir of Uiusdalupe Hsd?o—nn ar
will Texas :Mlml. :::,lhlllfu- moment consenl-

ing, that o single acre of this ber valued terrilory shall be given | |

to hor own worsl enemios, of bo used o enlarge the arens
:fﬂ-d.lnwhl sirife, which b large encogh in all conscience
without this enormous sdditon to it.  The 'b.ill;l the hﬁ
able Benator from Mi.-nu.t.ll.twiu pay o Texss a

sum of money, ((iteen milions of dollars,) chiefly in consi-
deration of the reduction «f her boundaries in the manner pro-
posed, and provides in sdlition for the laylng off of another
new State within the limts of Texas, thus previously redoced
in dimensions, whenevsr her whole population shall be found
to amount to one hundred thousind souls ; which new Biae
in to be luid off west of the Colordo. Now, in the first place,
the Siste of Texss isauthorized by the resolutions of annex-
slion to divide hersel’ into four Siates instead of two—all of
which running, ss | ave described them, from north 1o soath,
would, in all protalslity, be slave Btates, and supply efficient
nid to the Bouh inthe fierce stroggle through which she is
fated to pass. The bill of the hunorable member will so

instesd of four to arise within her confines—one lo the east
and the other 1o the west of the Colorado. The arrange-

this her moment of perescution and of danger !
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Aguin @ the Intion af present in Texas, west of the
Colorada, is, ton very considersble exient, non slavebolding
In this region there are certainly many large plantstions
ulong the Golorudo snd the region which it waters ; bot to the
weat, 1 repear, the population is, for the most part, (ﬂmn‘h

inly highly bile,) & laveholding populstion.
There is 1o be found the large German colony, which is con-
stantly on ihe incresse, among »hom, [ understand, there are
noslaves; nnd m that part of Texss, along the San Antonio and
Rio Grande rivers especially, thers are still » large nomber of
Mexican inhabitants, most of whom, it is well known, though

al to their own system of , are hostile 1o eur!

thern system of domestic slavery. Now, sir, whal a bright |
prospect does not the honorable Senator’s bill unfold 1o us for
the speedy orgunization of another Siate where his favorite
free-soil principles may gain sscendancy ! 8ir, anzious asl
was to bring about the early reduction of the territorial limits
of Texas ; satisfied as [ was that this was decidedly necessary
to the convenienl mansgement of her own governmentul con-
cerns, [ certainly never thought of sttempting io accomplish
such an object by such means ns be bas chosen to adopt.  As
u Senatorial representative of one of the slave States of the
confedersey, [ could not have iled it o my rense of
duty 1o engage in afy scheme which menaced the whole
Bouth with such serions detriment.  Were I to bring forwand
at such a perivd s this o project so fraught with mischief as
is this one to the whole slaveholding section of the confederacy,
lnlL_',_ o bo speedily instrocted out of my eeat
in this 5 for true it is, as John Randolph used io ssy,
those members of who cannet be instructed in their
seals must be instroeted otsf of them.

appropriate

ariginating this schere of dividing Texss. To be sure, be has
fallen upon a different plan of Jivision ; but the ition of
dividing Texns, with bet own coneent, with & view to mali-
plying the number of our confederated sovereignties, I claim
to have firet suggested and to have ulged, before such an

idea had ever entered the head of thet Senator. 1 will go
further now, sir, and aesert that bis whole bill is moest mani- |
featly borrowed from the bill originally draughted by me, and

minutely set 'forth in the columns of the public newspapers.,

I do not mean to say that the parts of the honorable Senator’s |
ball 1o which [ bave been so seriously objecting were pla-
giarized from me ; but that all which is not sctually mischiev-
ois in his biil was sabstantially copied frum the bill pow in

my hand, ns it wes at first framed, and se it was described in

the rewspapers. [ will prove this: my Lill originally pro-

poead to pay to Texas a specific sum, just one balf of the

sum NOW pro by the Senstor frem Missouri, for her
ownceship of the pubilic lands situsted in the country common-
Iy called New Mexico, north of a line t) be run in an esster-

ly Jdinetion from the Paso del Norte ta the bead. waters of the
Red river); cautiously reserving though, to the terrilory in

which the right of in & portion of the public lands
wan thutto be purchased, the principle of compromise embo-
died in the resolutions of anpexalion.

This 1 Lad resolved to offer ne a new scheme of compromise,
which, wih the establishment of o territorial government in
New Mexeo, in Deseret, and Californin, and the uitimate
admiseion 3 California as a Sia‘e, when freed from her pre-
sent unforienste organization, | boped might tend to seitle
the vexed gueation of the Wilmot proviso forever. [ should
certainly have offered the whole bill as it was first drawn up,
and in the forrm in which [ had submitted it to the considefs-
tion of varions sage friends with whom 1 am in the habit of
counstlling ujon this subject, but for cortain procecdings—al
which we have been recently notified in several of the free
Sintes of the Nedh—which satinfied me thet [ could not offer
uny thing which st all bore the charscieristic features of &
compromise wilkoul encouraging our arrogant foes Lo flercer
and more extended aggressions, ard brnging down other sl

'| miore irritating insufe upon the Southern Stiates of the Con-
| federacy.

The resolutions of Vermont, now upon your talile—the
incendiary mensages of the Governors of Pennwylvania and
of Masschusetts—the truly Jemoniscal res dutions row
before the New York Legirlsture—ihe extraocdinary hbas-

| rangues made in (his bLall since we sssemblad—these,

and other facts of a kindred charscier, satisfied me that
the wseavon for compromnise bed forever pamed by ;
or that at lenst, il propositions of compromise ware bere-
sfier to be offered, they ovght to emnnate from the North,

11 boeame entisfied (hat the time hed arrived when #t bes
| hoved Bouthern Senaiors and Representative in Congress

tnect would Uy be s most l"“l’“‘"' boon 1o the South in ‘I 1o stand firmly and resolutely up in sirkct maintenance of our

constitutionnl rights, s fhey were secured to we by our ven.
erated forefathers, leaving ot to the champions of aggression
and (ke perpitralors of Injustice to determine whether they
would irdeed take apon themselves and their constituents the
remponsibility of dimolving that Union which war once so
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juﬂlly dear to the hearl of every American. With these
views, [ comtented mywsll with offering the bill which [ am
now asking to be allowed io introduee, cortailed of thoee
other provis'ans which hawe been now brought forward in s
dinguised form by the honorable Senator liom Missowri.

Now, nir, [ nppul.l to the Senste and the country wheiber
1 have not a right to complnin of the bonorable B nator from
Missouri for baving thus unceremoniously appropristed o
Limsell the work of my hands and the result of my painful
meditaticns ' I the honorable Benstor had condescended 10
ask my consent to his becoming godiather to s messare which,
in its porer and lean olyjectionable shape, did not originate
with him ; ifke had given me ue potice of his intention thes
to pleate upon the poor creations of my intellect ; bad this

atounding liberty been taken by & friend, or by one friendly |

1o the South in her present trying position, [ shook! not per-
haps have periously complained of the outrage.  Bui, air, the
case iv g very different one indecd. The cfensive conduct
which [ nm fioticing e been practived by an individas? more
responsible, in my judgment, than any man, living or dead,
fur the anb:ppy condition in which the republic is invcived.
It was be that urged a0 impericasly through ke Sensle the
odious Oregon bill passed mighteen months snce. [ was
he that vole] sguirst the Mexican treaty, by which o territe-
rinl domain 8o inveluable was secured to the nation. It was
he who attemptid, afler the tresty had become part of the
wapreme low of tke land, to rullify it providons, by stting

up what is known ne the proforol in oppasition to it

It is he who presumes to Jisobey the instroctions of the
Miemsuti Legislature, to whom hi owes the Senaiorial robes
which now invest his person, and all the opportonities of we-
quiring renown and influence which he bas erjoyed for the last
thirty years. [t in he who has taken it upon himself to wander
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| tor from Michigan who sits befare us, (Mr. Cass, ) have
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| na o nseest that no man of sense on the continend now
| be well knew i the lims that the honorsble Bensior
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firmly wnd fearlemly in the non-interference
renowned Nieholson letter.

Foeif

f%%
i
i
I
it
1
13

the authorty of Congress t legisiate in this manner ;
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Bouth Carolina, glr. Carnoun, ) the booorable Senator
i (Mr. Cans,) the bonorable HBenator from
{Hg- EumiEx, ) and and bhundreds of
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