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Stampedes,

- Scarcely a day passes, on which we do not hear
it stated, that there has been a stampede—a Qight
of slaves from the prison-house of Southern hond-
age. ‘The *“Voicc of the Fugitive,” a Canadian

. paper, informs-us-too; that never before were the -

escapes to Canada, from our soil, so humerous as
they have been this full.  These stampedes, from
their inception to the issuc of them, arcthe most
heroic events in Awerican history ; and yet they
arc made the greatest of American political
erimes. ‘They arc dictated by man's natural love
of freedom ; and are approved by the purest and
holiest principles of religion and right: and yet,

they arc held to' be offences of the deepest dye,

by the slavebreeders and slavedealers who make
the luws, and control the principles of this
nation. -

The slave power mnkes laws to prevent the slave
from escaping, and, in order to sccure his rccap-
ture, if he shonld ¢ eac.tpc. but these laws neither
prevent stampedes, nor secure the return of the
fugitives, '

Nature and n-ll;,;on arc onMe side of the stave,
and nature and religon are too strong for any bad
law, let the modern disciples of Draco say what
they please to the contrary, The inborm spirit
of liberty impels the southern slave to fee from
the **house of bondage ;™ and the spirit of Chris.
tianity compells the northern freeman to aid him
in his flight.

On the 21st of October, two {athers, two woth-
ers, and several childeen, had reached Sandusky,

in Ohio, and were leaving in the boat for Detroit,

when five professional slavecatchers foreibly drag-

ged the women and chileren on shore, and took -

them to the Mayor's office. It was found that
the sl.ucc'\tchcrs had no-warrant for the appre-
hension of the slaves, who "were tmmediately
horne away to the Lake and earried over the wa-
ters in a sail- bo.xt, while.the slavehunters could
not iduce one man in Sandusky, either to let

themn have his boat, or 'haht them in any way, to
pursuc the fugitives,

‘Ihis was the triumph of huminity and relig-
ion over the “pﬂ'uh winstitution and the Fugi-
tive Slave Law.” ‘The boat: impelled by strong
willing arms, under the inspiration of generous
humane hearts, flew over the blue-witers to the
“royal land of liberty ;' while five slavehuntérs,
represcntatives of the Fugitive Slave Law, with
shackles and fetters in their hands, stood in baf-

fled rage upon the shore, and beheld the eseape

of men, women, and children from the Republi-
can (shame that we should say n) Land of hl.u.-
ery.

The Sandusiy Jowrnal tells ux of an Ameriean
mother, who was captured, with the child of her
love nestled to her bosom. When she felt the

* grasp of the kidnapper on her shoulder, she threw

away her child, and denied that it was hers.

T'he love of her child, and the desive to see it
free, trivmphicd m her case over the maternal in-
stinet. . She cerucified the atfections and  gave
them up asaerifice to duty and liberty.  Did the
famed Lavalette, or Elizabeth Fry, or any of the
world's moral heroines, ever do a grander deed
than this 2 Did ever o proud and  powerful gov-
ernment dwindfe down so completely into con-

_tempt, _as_did_the_Government_of the United

States with the Pugitive Sleve Law in its hand,

- standing-befure - tkat-poor,. hunted,. dcafpiscd. he--

roic, great-hearted mother? This great vovern-
ment was abont to ]?l}' its giant hand on the poor™
child of only a few months old ; and was about to
confiscate its life to bondaze, when it was ballled
by thc m'tt(-rn'nl heroism of a negro girl. Who:
sayy, after this, that the “Fugitive: Slave Law
must be obeyed ? '

We have the assurance ul' the final tnumph of
frecdom, and the overthrow of slavery in this nas
tion, so lonyg ax there is the heroism to produce
stampedes, and the goodness that sympathizes
with those who participate in them.
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