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GOIHG BACX 1'0 SLAVERY,

Nothing could show more visibly the ex.
tremity to which our opponents are driven
in their attempts 4o defend their cause by
argument, than the avidity with which they
seize upon every report of the voluntary re-
turn of a slave to bondage, when be bas the
opportonity to take Lis freedom, sud pub-
lish and vepublish it until one might imag.
ine a geners] stampede of the fogitives in
Canada and throughout the North, harrying
back to elavery with penitent confessions of
their folly and ingratitude snd prayers to
be again received into favor. Their object
in thus magnifying a few very rare and ex-
ceptional cases into & general ruls ‘is zs
fraudalent as the attempt is imbecile. They
evidently expect the people of the North to
be green and stupid enough fo accept their
statements and inferences without qrestion
or doubt, and to believe that their slaves are
so ecamored of the lxsh the dungeon, the
paddle, the adetion éland, aid their peck
of corn a week, that they pine for them like
home-sick childred, when they are deprired
of these Patriarchal privileges for & ehort
time, They would bave us believethat their
slaves are 80 bappy, that not all the wiles
gnd machination of the abolitionists could
deter them from ‘relurning, il they were
foolish gpd thoughtleea encugh to leave
their kind and happy homes for the dreary
life of freedom.

Some weeky ago a slave was brought to
this city by his master'from Georgia, and
when by accident ho found that  he was le.
gally entitled to bis freedom, bie showed the
most eager desire to secure it; He came to
some well-kuown abolitivaists and besought
then to interfere In his beball; accordingly
& writ of Hisbeas corpus was served on {he
master, and tho man’s freedom afirmed ty
the Covrt,  After this it is said the colored
man voluntarily went back to his master
and ssked to be taken as o elave. Whether

he had left & wife, children, parents or loved
oues io slavery to whom lie heart drew him
Ly cords of love, or what fair or false promi-
ees were made bim by his master, what fas-
cinating hopes were placed before him to
dazzle his childish fancy, and take captive
his enfeebled mind, we are not told, nor is
eny explanation of the facts given but we
are expected to snfer thal he was led to this
extraordinary course by a pure love for
slavery and dread of Freedom. Those who
can acceps such a conclusidn, are welcome
to do so.” We do not believe there is a slave-
helder in the South who seriously mecepts
it. Bat it serves their purpose to ring the
changes of their glorifications of slavery
upon such a fuct, and so we hear it repeated,
and reilerated almost without erd, from the
Potomac to the Rio Grande,

The Kentacky papers are exulting over a
similar evidence of the aitractiveness of
slavery. They state that two alaves, a man
and his wife, formerly held by the Hon. R.
11. Stanton, baving been «enticed " Lo run
away and go t& Canada, have'written buck
exprensing #a warm desire to retuen home,”
a3 they hava found that they +have to work
barder and fare worse than in slavs Ken-
tucky.” But though this letter wal reported
some weeks dgo, we have not heard of tha
return of these penitents to the arms of their
msster; though it steikes us that the tale
would have been more sigaifieant if it hed
included the actaal return of the slaves.

These froslavery editors have entered
upon & dreary aad barren Jabor-in thia ef.
fort at srgoment. Extracting beat from
moonshine, or oil from sandstone would ba
pastime compared with it. To say nothiag
of the doubtful character of the majority of
their facts, but counting as true every ru-
mor of such a case, the wholo Soath, with
its four million of slaves, would not furnish
ten cases in o year; less by far than the

'annual number of suicider by slaves to es-
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!ten cages in 4 year; less by far than the
‘annual number of suicides by slaves to es-
cape their hopeless doom. Iut suppose those
cases were multiplied by hundreds, woald
they not prove the monstrons wickedness of
that system which cosld so debase the hu-
man soul thiat it could prefer slavery to free-
dom? Drunkards Feformed or attempting ta
escape the snare of the, rumseller, retucn to
& worse degradation than they rose from:
the history of modern Magdalen Societies
and Rosine Associations is saddened by in-
etances of women once rescucd from & lifs
of pollution, and surrognded by comforts,
bresking away from the restraints of yirtae

vice. Does this provedrunkenness, profligacy
and the fonlesidefilement betterthan temper.
ance, purity and self-denying virtue? Be-
causs 80 many mea love indolent nad loxn.
tious self-indulgence better than a life of
moderstion, hardy self culiure and manly
toil, is the former proved tobe more desirable
than the lattar ! 'Is the self.immolation of
Hindoo widows, or the devotees of Jugger.
naut, or . the voluntary penaace of monks
and nuns, proof of the dirinity of their faith,
or the superior excellence pf their life over

tkat of men who find their happiness ia do.
ing good to their fellow-men? We hare oo-
casional instances of discharged convicts
returning and begging the privilegs of »
perpetaal imprisonment, bat we have heard
Do pompous logician argue therefrom-the
superior bappiness of imprisonmont over
freedom. Tho emancipated Israelites lopged
for Egypt's flesh pots, in their bunger and
bardships. Whoiofers thenco that Pharoah’s
sway wag « mild and paternal,” and the ot
of his bondmen happier than-that of frec-
dom?

snd rushiog back to the Jowest depths of°

Bat this is wastiog words. Tha elave.
holders kuow that their alaves long for free-

\dam ard only the severest and most vigi-

‘Tant policy can repress that longing. They
‘pablish this knowladgs in Pogitive laws, in
their rewards {or, and pursnit of ransways,
in all their mhuman statules, in their pro.
visions for u!f-defenw, and all their st-
terzps to stifle free thought and froe speech
in their midst, and to put down agitation
and » crash out abolitionism ”” st the Norib_,

Do they suppose the people of the North so
stapid, so idiotic, thas thay canaot read the
mesning of their alarm at fres thonght, and
that wutchfulneu to sappress all ﬁnhlh-
genca and seuse of manbood among theis
slaves?

Guallible and eredalous ag selfinterest
makes men, aud wilfally blied as are mol-
titades to the requirementy of daty, we sre
sot quite williag to beliove the Amarican
peopls #0 devoid of commen sense and io-
talligence a3 the suppoaition’ would make

T, i

- .hem, If eny are emulous of that reputa-
tion, they can win it by avowing their zc.
ceptance of the pro-slavery Irgic we have
been conaidering.
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