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For Frederick Douglass’ Yeper.
LETTER FROM JOHN W. LEWIS.

"8t. ALBAKS, Vt., April 12th, 1854.

" Frigxp DoveLass :—Bad,muddy roads,and
a worn-out body, is a sufficient excuso to omo
to be at home for a little while. Aftar
about eight months’ driving and leeturing
among our Green Mountain townsand com-
munities,] have betaken myself to Freedom’s
battlement, where I c@n look over the field
of conflict. Icee much to encourage and
much to ewaken now zcal and devotion ilo
those hecaven-born principles, which Iny
at the foundation of buman happiness..—
Vermont is 8o noted for anti-slavery cbarac-
ter, that sho is supposed to bo a little ahend
of all her sistor states in this great Ameri-
can confederacy. True, she is too far from
the sea coast to be identified in the commez-
cial intercst of the nation—consequently,
sho is not directly affected by tho power of
coitonocracy. And yet sho is Yankee nll
over; and you know that where there is tihe
spirit of speculation, you will always find a
real live Yankee. Vermont grows her ovin
wool, and makes abundance of maple sugeir.
One would think she would hold on to real,
genuine anti-slavory, independent of Louiis-
iana or the Carolinas. But practical ind'e-

pendence, oven among the Green Moun-*

tains, isa rare commodity. Vermont anti-
slavery has always beon too much pollyt¢ d
by national political party expediency.- —
You meet & Vermonter, and call bim a pri>-
glavery aristocrat, he will appear as mad 118
a March hare; then tell him that the pros-
ent crisis demands stern, inflexible oppot i-
tion to American slavery, civilly, po']mcall Y,
morally, and religiously, and you will at oni:e
perceive Yankee ingenuity., *0,” says lie,
“ [ am as much opposed to slavery as amy-
body; but hereis tho trouble.” Expediensy
will always get a but inthe way.

“A distinguished Varmont clergyman s:pid
last summer, addressing his audience, “ I.am
opposed to slavery; it is an evil; I woiild
bo willing to see the poor black man fiss
and happy; but the God of Nature has paut
iato the heart of the white man a priocip le
of distinction. It is a natural instinct, as' s

part of his buman nature, so that he canm ot
have a colored man as a brother.”
sorvile, aristocracy would be ready to shout
Amen ! to this, as o sentiment congenial to
its proscriptive character. Now, if what thiis
Divine says is true, than Peter’s position was
false beforo Cornelius and his householii;
and Gabriel mistook the character of Gad,
and the policy of his divine government,
when he anunounced to the world the dae-
trino of peage and good will; and the nn-
gelic choir wore premature in singing it.

Such sentiments at once eclipse the glary
of the advent of Christ, if true. But such
are some of the elements of modern theol-
ogy, whilo under the monopoly of slavery in-
fluence. Said another minister in this region,
“ Qur brethren are honest, notwithstanding
thoy aro in an error, but they have so lciag
been in the habit of indulging in this spirit

to heaven in their own way; the attemipt
to drive them from their position by any
truth, ®ould be productive of greater ¢vil
than Jetting their influence b where it is.”
Now, if all this is true, then the gospel fails
in accomplishing its logitimato design. This
isnot the theology of the popular religionists
of Vermont alone; it is the Christianity of the
popular current Christianity of the leading
sects of the nation. Often my heart grews
sick as I look at the mass of the community
greedily swallowing down tbe corrupted tihe-
'ology of sectsthat is every day destroying
their manhood, and making them the dupes
of bigotry. Now, sir, I am so scoptical, I
have ne faith in nine-tenths of the preaching
that is céned Gospel in this country. Men
and womeq whose natural sympathies kave
led them on to the ground of humanity, to
see tho force of moral obligation, about as
much a8 the blind man under the healing
influence of Jesus Cbrist, when he saw nien
a8 trees walking—are tanght that they must
cowe info the church, then they must sub-

mit to truth, (not shown that that trutle is
umped of lovo 10 God’s poor;) and in go-

ing through the process of ecclesiastical in-
itiation, they are made good Methodiste, or
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| Baptists, or Presbyteriane. It will req"niro
more than a microscope view to discovér a
particle of anti-slavery in them. The fact
is, God made them free, noble, magnanimous.
| The church has made them cold-bearted,mis-

| of universal brotherhood embracing all man-
- kind.

Stern old wintor has left us. During the
month of March he was rather severe o us,
often shakiug his white lecks rather savagely
in a cold north-caster. But we are rid of
him now for tho present. And nowall na-
ture is in a merry dancedn gladsomo dolizht,
upder the genial rays of an April sun. No'h.
| ing can surpass tho beauty of a Vermont sum-
mer, in tho opeping and progress of spring
and summer. ¢ is too baautiful for slnve-
| | hunting ground-—although this State ii in
' L olose proximity with tho Old Empire and
: Bay ftates. It is gaid tho soil of Vormont
. | was nover trod by & slave uwped in tho State.
{1t would bo a hiad place for slavery. ©Qur
‘| Greon Mountains would bs to the alave
| what old Scotland’s were to Robert Bruce—
a esfo fugitive's rotreat.

By tho way, wo bave had another stam-
peda through gur place, from old Virginin,
Two young men, hotly pursued camo to our
village. Our citizens, not having the fenr
of the Iugitive Slave Law before their aycs,
did just as Chﬂﬂb, lD M&tt- 25th, 35tb, and
36th, told them. They Ato now eafa in Can-
ada.

-

'| anthropic, so far as it rolates to the band’

I am really glad toheavtbattlloWeltern-
AUndq;gmund Bdlrosd hu so mueh bul-’

ﬁ"_":l

_nu,uwtntnnnmointhhdlmﬁm

I assure you, ihat wo shall endeavor to
keep tho Vermons road in. good oondilintl
for Bouthern travel. .
i Yonn,ueter.foti‘tudom ,
JOHN’W LEWIB
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