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sam Greene and Uncic Toui’s Cn |
~ bin.

Oune hundred and fourteen “Miristers of the
Black River Couference of the Methodist Episco-
pal Chureh’ in New York, have addressed a
petition to bis "Excellency Governor Hicks, of
Maryland, praying for the pardon of Sam. Green,
the Iree negro preacher who was convicted at
the April term, 1857, of the Circuit Court for
this county, aud sentenced to teu years impri-
sunment in the~pepitentiary, for havisg in his
possession a copy of that well known bLook,
**Uncle Tom’s Cabin.”” Irom this fact, and
frum the numerous articles publislied in North-
-ern journals upon the subject, it would geem
Lthat there hias been considerable feeling awaken-
ed in the free States by reasun of Green’s con-
viction, \We have, vurselve?, seen some of the
articles alluded to, and perceiving from their
teoor that they are calculaied to mislead the
public mind, and create a prejudic against
the péople of the State of Maryland, the tritbun.
al betore which the trial was had, as well as
further to inflame the feelings of the opponents
of Southern slavery, we hiave thought it proper
to sct forth the facts of the case, in order that it
may be apparent- 1o every individual that a
more righteous verdict was never readered in
 the trial of any causc,
| Forsome time antecedent to the arrest of
- Green, which occurred just befure the sitting of
thie Court at which Lie was convicted, there Lad
“been much excitement amongst the citizens of
Durcliester county, in relation to the absecoud.
ing of slaves. lu furmer years fur a slave to
flee from the service of Lis master was a thing
ol rare vecurrence 3 then, as now, there was no
portion of the entire Svuth wlhere slaves et
with more humane treatinent thav upon the
Lstern Shore of Maryland, and there existed
Letween master aud slave that feeling of mutual

confidence which is always to be found in those

connnuuities where the evil influcnce of aboli-
tionisin or its emissaries does ot make itself
felt. Dut, about the period alluded to, a differ-
ent state of things sprang up. Suddesly and
witLout appatent cause the slaves of the citizens
of Dorcliester county  Legan to abscoud,  Not
sivgly and at long infervals as before, but in
gangs collectad tozether from vairivus parts of
the county, with a cuncert of action atld ederity
of movemznt tl at defied all attempts at recap
ture. Citizens hiving upon theie farms, ten, Bi-
teen or twanty miles apart, would retire to ths

L] - ' -
"beds ab night, all their negroes Lelng at hone,

awd upen 1ising in the moriing to call their ser-
vants out ta their daily Tabor, not a single slave
out of frcquently a large pumber, wonlld Le
fuund,  Upon a single Satunlay night, and in
a single gang, twenty seven negroes tan off
from theimmediate neighborh o Yol Cambridee ;
ared upon the two succediog Satunday ntzhts
thireen others follawed them, evon thon vedding
and all their clothes, &e., wae tuken with them,
Ote gentleman owing a large plantation near
town, awoke vne tnorning awd fonnd Limsell
without a single slase of 4l lie posstssed the
night Lefore, te coltivate Les land.and he was
one of the hindest of mactars. This state of
things continugd fora vear or more,  'Llie people
wire  confennded, The counfidence lbetwern
master and slave was tutally destroyed, The
former kuew not which of his negives to trust,
the latter fearaid that Lis master would sell Lim
lest he might abscoud.

In one or two of the isolated instances refer-
el tu, before matters grew suddenly worse as
we have stated, Sam. Green had been suspected
of auding the negroes to escape, but as no post-
tive proot conld be had, and bis character it
other respects was good, e was not arrested.—
\When the absconding wercased to such an alar
ming exteut, persons were satisfied that som
arent of aliolitionfsnt was in the connty, fur.
bishing assistance to the runaways, . hy could
nat else have escaped with such ipunity ; but
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they could not divine who or where was the
suilty persous, for at this timo the suspicions
formerly held againe, Gicen had died away.—
Butit being suddonly discovered, by some n.ens,
that all the {ugitives had passed”in their fliglit
imtucdia*ely by his house, which stands near
the yead teading fiom Cambridge to the State of
Delaware, the wdea arose that he was thie party
impheated, and the feeling wasstronger because
the Lact revived the suspicions of which Lo had
previously been the olject, It was also discov-
eied that Green had been to Canada,and re-
turned a short tiwe before this stamvude began,
"That these suspicions weie well futuded subse
ruent developnuents elealy showed,

Under these circumstances his house was sear-
chied, and there were found  thetein a copy of
Uucle Tony’s Cabin, a map of Canada, letters
llom numelons runaway slaves in Canadu to
thar relativeshiere, rix or dzht schedules of a
ral 1oad route through New Jersey, and a let
ter fiom Ujeen’s son, bimsell a ruusvay in Can-
ala, to s father, directivg bim to tell two
slaves belonging to citizens of this county to ab-
 scond, discribing the route, aud stating what
"hind of treatament they would meet with on the
way. The two slaves referred to had  both ab
acotded at the time of Green's arrest. 1t may
be well bereto add thiat Green is an intellizent
negro, teading and writing well,

‘These facts were communicated to the State’s
Attorney fur the conuty, and the papers, &c.,
founa as above stated, placed in his haads, con-
pled with the remark that the pecple were
abouat to notify Green to leave the State, and to
lyuch bimif he failed to depart. Prom this
course they were dissuaded, and the State’s offi-
cer having examined the papers, ordered thear-
reat of Green for a violation of the provistons of
the Acetof 1841, chapter 272 of the laws of
Maryland,  He was accordingly arrested and

lodged 10 jail to await the action of the Grand
Jury;

The Act of 1841, chapter 272, provides, in
that portion under which Green was indicted,
that =af auy free negro or mulatto shall kuow-
ingly receive or havein his or her possesion any
abolition handbill, pampllet, newspaper, picto-
rial representation orother paper of anintlame
matory character, having a tendency to create
distontent amongst orstir up to insurrection the
peaple of color in thas State, he or she chal Le
deemed guilty of felony, and upon conviction
shiall be sentenced to undereo a confinciment in
the l'evitentiary of ihis State for a period of not
less than ten vor more than twenty years, from
:]llc time of sentence pronvunced on such offcn.

ere

Under this law there were twoindictments
framed—one setting forthin three counts, in due
fuim, the possesrivn by the prisoner, of the let-
ter from his son, the *‘pictorial representations
of Cantada, and the railroad schedules—the oth.
er, chargiog the possession of Uncle Tem’s Cab-
in. Upou the furmer the party was first tried,
the couusel for the State contending that the
word *‘discontent™ used in-the Act applied to
anything calculated to reader the slave dissatis-

ad with his condition, whether that discontent
was maxifested by absconding, or otherwise —
''he counsel for the defetice contended, that the
object of the Act,as shown by the wording, was
to prevent the possession of such papers as had
a tendency to create discontent of an insurrec-
tivnary character, The case was fully argued
by C. I. Goldsborough and Efias Griswold Esqgs.,
for the State,and Daniel M. Henry, Evq., for
the traverser, and the Judge acquitted the pri
soucr; hoiding the view of the law entertained
by the prisoner’s counsel was correct, and that
papers which would bu likely to induce slaves
to abscond or give them information which
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wonld aid themifi their route northward, did }
not come within the purview of the law. The
] prisoner was immediatelv triel upon the other
wndiciuent, the State arguing that the pamphlet.
Uucle Tom’s Cabin, came up to the view of the
law taken by the Quartin the previous case, and
the prisoner”s counsel, Mr.  Wallace, boldiog the
reverse, #% .

‘The court decided that “UncleTom®s Cabin®
was an abolition  pamphlet such as -is contem-
plated by the law, aml that its possession by -
Gireen, under the cireumstances, was a clear vio-
lation of the Act of 1841,chapter 272. Buth
cases were tricd without o jury, as there could
be no question about the finding of the papers
in Green’s possession, and the prisuner’s counsel
electéd to go before the Court oo ghe construc-
tior of the Act of Assembly. s

That Grecn was couvicted simply and  solely
fur having *Gncle Tom’s Cabin® in his pusses-
sion is certainly true,—bat it is equally as true
that he never would have Leea arrested upon
‘that charge but for his well ascertained agency
in the escapeof our slaves.  Wesay never would
have been arrested Lecause no case ever had
Leen tried in this coucty nnder the Act of 1841,
and the book in guestion might have been open.
Iy kept and read by Green with impuniry, trom
the simple rexcon that no oue would ever have
suspected that it was a viclation of law for him
to possess it It was ouly when the State’s At
torney came to examine the case closely, and
found that suflicient local evidence coulid not be
had to convict him under the Act of 1849 for
arding slaces to escupe, that be determined to
test theapplicabifity of the Act of 1841, chapter
272 1o such worhs as *Uncle Tom's Cabiu.)’—
The result isa practical commentary upon the
insaue elforts ol wbelition writers.  Where cay
an instance Le found of real benefit baving ac-
crued to any slave by reason of the production
of Mrs. Stowe’s book 7 Until he was wrought
upun by such publications, and by the more di

rect appeals of abolitivn emissaries, Green had
lived quuctly and coutentedly in the commuunity

in which Le was born and had the respect and
consfulenice of all who hnew Inm.  Now hieis the
mmate of 2 States prison, ard even alter lus terw
of service expires, if e hives to see that time, he
i Ly law Lanished trimn the State of his nativity,
under pessaity 1f Le rematns of being arrested
and sold as aslave for ten years,  Wewish that
Mrs, Stone could Lave stuad, az we dud, in the
cronded court toom, amd hstened to the trial of
the #egio wh moshe, Lersddf, Fad cawsad to te
placud in the eriminal Lox, Tt might perhaps
nave wduced her to devole the dlortaof herpen
to sume other purpose thn that of decrying the
Coastitution of her comstry, and endeavoring to
array ane portivis of Lier tellow citizens against
the utler.

‘There is no doulit of the fut that Green was
instrutuental, amd had Leen fora loug time, in
the wseape of slaves from this county.  When hie
wasarrested and cospnntied, e was not aware
of the natiere of the charge against him, but
thought it was for the ofTence just mentictied.—

A wlhiite man, who for years had Leen his neigh-

bor and fut kindly towards him, visited himin

Jatl before Lia tiial, and ashed Lim why Le did
not employ cotnsel to defend im. Green’s re-
ply was, *itis no use, I am guilty?  This
statement was Kept a seeret, and was not dival-
eed until aftor the prisoner was convicted,  'the
Connsel tor the defenee were appuinted Ly gy
Court and most ably discharged their d:, 2y, cot-
testing the case doscly, step by i
begining to itsend, $#EP BT step, fom its
It was a most proper anl ;iahtons conviction,
““}l has had a salusiry givet in restraining the
lorta of abehouism fn our connty,  The pri-
SOIEE NAS Penteacad to ten years imprisonment
in the peniientiny, a term which we venture o
a7, tf he lives, he will rerve to the end 5 all the
petitions of Black river clergymen for executive

tlemeney, to the contrary, notwithstanding.—

Cambridye Lugle,

atl w=fml - —
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