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THE EMEUTE AT HARPER'S FERRY.

This affair, which the papers excitedly
' call an insurrection, has stastled the public
mind, from: the character of the occurrenca
ifgelf, and the confused details that have
‘veached the press. It seoms to have been
‘at the outset, an attempt to procure a large
stampede of slaves, and to have grown, by
fores of circumstances, into an invasion of
these United States and of the common-
wealth of Virginia. From the mass of de-
tails, westrive to present our readers with
& Succinct narrat ve of the facta.

On Sunday night, Oct. 17th, Capt. John
Brown, of Kansas, with some nineteen
white and four or five free colored men,
entered the town of Harpers Ferry, Va,,
took possession of the United States Armo.
ry, into which they took- several wealthy
slaveholders ' prisoners. They also took
possession of the raijroad bridge which
crossed the Potomac, :put ont the!lights,
cut the telegraph wires, and stopped the
train from tl.o west. ‘

So far, not 8 gun was fired. Taecon-
ductor of the teain, Capt. Phelps, after
vainly seeking o ‘pistol or other arms
among the passengers, borrowed a rifle
fromthe hotel, with which, from the cars,
ke fired on those men who wero passing
to the ‘armory., . They retarned the fire,
without injuring any one. -

At 8} A. M., Captain Cook, of Brown's -
command, taking & large wagonand team,
with & number of slaves and arms, made!
good his way into the ‘mountaing towards
the North, and has not since been heard

from.
At6} A. M., Capt. Anderson, of Brown's

command, gave permission to the train to
star , which it did, and reached Baltimore.
About this time & colored zaon was shot
for refusiog to join the invaders, The

people of the town, panic strucls, remained
ghut up in their houses. A’ party of the
invaders held possession of the bridge; an-
other party"_of five held the armory, in
which they entrapped and imprisoned some
gixty workmen a3 they came to their work
in the morning, and a third and largest par-
ty held the engine toom with the prison-
ers/above named.
tween 7 and 12 o'clock, the newa hav-
ing spread, o rush of citizen militia was
made towards Harpers Ferry. One party,
the Charlestown militia, with a piece of
on, charged upon the two or three men
who guarded the bridge, and drove them
into the armory. At noon the tonnage
men of the railroad promiscuounsly armed,
und Jed by Captain Alburtis, charged npon
the few men who held the armory, drove
them off, and liberated the sixty prisoners
held therein. '

The engine building now contained
John Brown, his two sons, some eight or
‘ten pthers including two colored men, and
}heif slave-holding prisoners, Col. Wash.
ington and others, A fow shot were firad
at and from this place with fatal effect, du.
ring t:’he dae{a;l l;lnt the militis, now amount.
ing to several hundred, kept at a respect
‘fnl distance,’ unwilling to use cannm
i‘ the prisoners should be injured.  They
 keptatrict guard all night, and in the morn.
;mg, at7g o’cloc_k', the United States troops,
affer a vain summons to surrender, under
command of Col. Lee, stormed the engins
building by breaking in the door witha
ladder, and rashing in with bayonets énd
sabires, losing ono man, and killing or mor.
itally wounnding two®or threa[of the De-.
Qapt. Brown was lxid senseless by o £a-
{bro cut on the head and two bayonet
'wounds in the body!: His prisones wero
‘unhurt, and spesk in praise of his conrteay
land iron eourago, ©- Qe of his soma was

5!51'1155& dod o mortally wounded. =,
' Thofacts rexchingies throtigh & pro-la.
|very medium, make ot this e4en attompt
‘ 4 the libaration GF the. slaves, pure gnd
eimplo. - Tha nawspapers ang able editors
(ua talk cathey will abeat th insanity of
ap. Bromn, bt v thvo f el
sacred in the madpesacf thif old mod aid
‘'bin six poin, ond. by:ono plicdding theif
11ifYs blood in tha endesver, Lowever vain
to reimove one gréat tiational crima. <+,
| Lot political chicanery, and stilted mo-
“rellism, and political cowardico, distort theso
 ovents os their intarest may prompt, Wo
sfqel, for one, that thero is some hopo for
this nation, blpfad-guﬂty as it is, when such
menaro yet found within it; evenas thero
waa hopo for tha city of 0ld, had thers been
five righteous mon found therein.

Tt will be fonnd, we think, that thesa
men have been stired up by that “ deep
religions sontiment,” which Daniel Wob-
ster foressw would be the most dangerous
‘foe with which slavery in this land would
‘have to contend. 'Wo know that Captain
'Brown and ono of his sons (the noblest

'man wa ever looked upon,) were decply
imbued with this sentiment as the source of
'their duty.’ .
1t i3 8aid, in the fr off history of India,
that the Brahmina ¢ntered the Deccan sin.
gly, and sought cavis inrocks, or the wood,
in which singly they took up their abode
avd bogan their milgion, The rade, wild,
barbarous natives pemmed them in and
killed them for pasfi But no sooner
. another and an.
, o sacred hope andsz
cred joy beaming from his countenance.
Today Brehminim roles India with a
sway Wwhich neitlier Christian arms nor

'I'he determination to set freo the slaves
will not die with the Browns. Hencoforth
forgver there is nopeaco in the South until

the morning of universal emarjcipation.
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