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What the Harpsr’s Ferry Aflair Proves.
| ~ Wehave nothing to do in this Siate with John
'} Brown, Hugh Forbes, or any other individual econ-
neoted with the Harper's Ferry affair, or anything
leading to it, except to lament that such & mad at-
tempt has been made. The manly Brown and
the- mean foreigner Forbes, have had no in-
tercourse with our citizens, and were it not for the
bragadociaspeeches of the loguacious and over-ex-
cited Gov. Wise, who has thereby done no oredit to
his Biate, and espeoially for the mixing it up, in
New York fashion, with politics and the pending
elections in New York. e could afford to men-
tion and mourn the Yirginian occarrence as merely
an interesting pieco of news and then dismies it
fur soms other intelligonce. But we have the mis-

fortune to be within earshot of the roaring surges |
of the metropolitan tide, which bears upon its wild |-

wavos the wrecks of sober principles, and over-
whelms truth argument and common sense itself in
» paroxysm of temporary madness. Probably hy-
poorisy more thab fabaticism rules tbe hour, for
property hes an inspiration at least as powerful
as passion. But we stand aloof from the gale, which
is ragiog ia Yirginia and New York, and can over-
look, wirhout participating in the cry for vengeance
or for justice, iu one (uarter, or the loud maledic-
tions, mingled with the sebs of Jainentation in an-
othor.

As observing snd feeling witnesses, however,
we must confess that one striking fact appears
pretty distinotly amid the fog and counfusion of the
passing tempest.  Neither cowmplicity nor even
sympathy in this affuir i3 brought home to any of
the individuals in the free States, who have been
considered the leaders of the Republicans, or even
of the abolitionists. This is remarkable, and waa
oot expected by the community at large, we will
venture {0 say, after 80 many imputations made
dsily for many years, that those leaders, if not their
parties, were desirous and actually plotting to
abolish slavery in the Staies, where it constitution-
ally exista.

Here was an opportunity for such to counntenance
jome such conspiracy. A most heroic and compe-
ient grand conspirator, so difficult to obtain, is

‘urnigshed to their wishes in the person of Jobn
Brown, a profoundly sincere zealot, wonderfully
resolute and brave, unflinching, determived, perse- !

vering, and trusty, He was experienced too in the
very roughest warfare. Whers or when could &
man of superior qualities for the work be found
than John Biown, so williog aod so able? And
yot wo have failed to see auy prominent individual
implicated among those at the nortb, who have
beea s0 Joog sligmatized as continunally desiring
and plotting the ‘enancipation of southern slaves,
and the destruction of the slave lostitution. The
rovelations of the trading friend of liberty—Hugh
Forbes, even if credited, fix no charge, thut any
body mentioned by bim was at all concerned in the
Harper's Ferry enterprise. It wasa stampede un-
dertaking, nothing wore, conceived and executed
by Capt. Brown on bis own aoccount, and strength-
ened, if not suggested, by the memory of his own
wrongs, es well ag by 8 mad and deep enthusiasm
for the liberty of the slave. Of course no love for
the peculiar institution appears io these disclosares,
This was not looked for, and it could not rationally
be looked for, because no love for it existed even at
the south itself amopg their frat statesmen and
distioguished persons, till a very recent period.—
The north continues of the same faith still, as that
held and cherished by Washington, Jeflerson,
Madison, Marsbell, and the like; aad have not
been converted to that of the intereated aouthern
politiciana of the present duy, This is its glory,
not ita fault.

The fact which has been npoticed is certainly
highly henorable to the nerthern population. Oely
some seventeen white men could be found by
Brown ss associates in an enterprise long cherfsh-
ed, and dellberately prepared by himself and hons
Even his reputation for fitness for the undertsking
could elicit no spark of sympathy, much less assiat.
ance from any reepectable individual in the free
States. Should vot such & fact put to gilénce the
thousands of accusations that are continually level-
ed sgaiost northern oitizens, branding fhem with
« secret desire it ot effort to desolzse the souh,
if they do not happen to be. able o think, that
slavery is a blessiog to the black man, and a glory
to the country ? If tbe citizens in the free states
ozn not bring themselves'to believe, thut the his-
torians among their posterity, will not epeak of the
iostitution of slavery as a blot upon the people of
thig otherwise frec land, the disclosures elicited by
the Harper’s Ferry outbreak oaglit te - prevent cal-
uminators from charging up Mm the scheme of
revolutionizing the slave sWlW, or any design of
interfering with the propsriy of oitizens there.
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