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Life of Capt, John Brown, by James
Redputh.

Scon afier the country wad startled by the
rmid of Jouy Browx upon Vivginia, Mr.
Javes REppeven began to advertise himselr]
Ina series of communications to the Boston
Atlus angd Bee, as a person who Knew an aw-
ful amount of seeret history, and who could
i be wonld, tell tales that would make cach
particuiar hair of cach particular conservative
citizen of the Unpited States, stand up like
“quills of the fretful porcupine”—and contin-
ully up to this time Mr, B. hasbeeome more
dowonstrative in words, and more mysterious
in dreadful Inzinuations, He has, in short,
by, i this JorN BROW N buainess, fu a sinli
wiy, a more extreordinary individual than
Hevey W=k himself, Wiae aaid in his
Late dirner apeceh at Richimond

I an1 not goiny into the facta of the scenes
of HarpeesYerry, I have not sald all 1 hiave
to ay on that subject, and I shall gaard my-
=it partienlarly through life not to say all'1

! could say upon it rubics would not win me

to tell all the facts of the raid of John

[N .
Brown,”

o ontof the raw material of fact,

That iz BepeaTi’s fix exactly. He would
not 1l for mountains of wold. A~ Mr. Jas,
Hedpath’s nameis lamiliar to newspaper reads

. ers it mizht be well to say somethmz of him,

He first distivgaished him=elfas a Kensas letter

wiiterdming theearlytrondles in that territory, *
and was a good sensational newspaper corres-
pondent, who made, 85 was evident, the most -

He had the -

art—sand it i< a valuable one in its way—of -

menul.cturing a readable letter out of a small
cirenm-tance. Therewasa great deal to write

alout, and ke wrote profuscly and vigorously, :

and in high colors: and his letters were pub-
tished throughout the north.

He continued |

constantly to give himself conapicuity, The

maat important fact in the current history of
Kan:us, exeept the Border Ruflian raid, judg-
irg from his letters, was his tremendous and
fortuiteus presence in that unhappy territory.
{t appeared that he was a tirc-cater, free-State,

" but furtous—a puritan with a sanctitied thirst

for blowd.  In persomal appearance, however,
e is cortainly not aterrlble object, Heisone
of the most diminutive desperadoes we ever

" enconntered—small but savage, brief in stat-
Care bt Yelligerent in purpose, freckled but

" terocions,

in bizht, and is as insignicant, when viewed
with the paked cye, as Mr. Filibuster Walker
~anid Li= ey¢ is perhaps as large and brilliant
as that of an exasperated pig.  Iis conversa-

~tien, tike ks waitivgs, §s bleody and thunfaer-

C o,

He disposes of the wicked slaveholders

" aa ruthlessly as EMER3ON BENNETT slays sava-

ges insnovel. He has traveled extensively
in the =outhern States, and is excecdingly
Xnowing on all subjeets connected with them,

© He wa~ for some years employed in news-

papers iu Charleston, 8, C,, and all that thme
was unearthly in his indignation at the aw-
eressions of Abolitionists upon Southern
Riglhts,  He wrote such terriblearticles about
the atrecions and  infernal nigger-stealing
North, thut Southern editors in dismay struck
tremoout,

He isbutabout tive fect fiveinchies |

“is before us,

€\
i 1lia

The liie of Capt. Joux Brows by thix person
It i3 dedicated to WeNDELL
PivLeivs, Rabrit Warnvo EMERsON, and
Hesky 0 Tuoneat, “Defenders of the Faith-

LY VseR-0Y iz quoted as to the glorifica-
ticn 0! the gallows “like the eross.” THoREAU
s reekoned upon as authority for the state-
tent that Jonx Browx *could not have been
trivd by his pecrs, for his peers did not exist,”—
theretore according to the highest law Le
~heuld not have been tricd. From WeNpeL.
Pairries o pleasing passage is culled—one of
those in which the fuperiority of Jouy Brows
10 Gronci WASHINGTON i3 set forth,

Concerning the fitness of Mr. Revrati for
the task of writing the life of Joux Browy,
the Brown family are called upon. Mrs,
Burows writes she is satisfied Mu, R, “is Tue
man"—and BarmoN BrowN considers him
an able biographer and THE MAN AOVE ALL
OrHENs 10 write the life of my beloved fathe

WLl

er.
This man ahove all others says in his pre-
face:
S\ pablishier of New York asKed me to write
alife ot Jony Brows, e wanted it as o Re-
publican campaign document. [ declined. [

“ wou'd not elp to lizht eigars from the tirg

_ abeve the altar.”

_ for the theme !

The publisher nttst hiave been as acute as

TEDPATH was conscigntions, A brillisnt spee-

imen of Repablican campaign document Mr,
Repratit would produce with Jonx Brows
It would, we Imarine, be very

. largely circulated—by the Administrationists,

Mr. Repratit begins, of course, by talking
of hinnzelt, Tie mentions the interesting cir-
cumstance that  when he heard of
Browy's arrcst ke “could neither work nor
sleep.” Heknew Old Browx, loved him, had

" confldence in his plan of emancipation; and

he defended his fricnd when no other voice

Joux |

was hicard topralse him. Tt isto be hoped thiat

he lsgreatly comlorted by the reflection that
he wa- the first man to proclaim Jonx Brows
a saint.

Oue of the first features in the life of Browx
i= a brief antobiographical sketch ol his child-
hood. He was a descendent on the side of
s futher ofone of the company of the May-
dtower.”  Certainly, every body had an auces-
tor in that prolific company of the Mayflower!
The Jdescendants of the Mayflower cargo, out-
ninber the tirst familleg of Virginia,

Like-

wlae there was animmense amouant of fighting |
done by the BRowN folks in the Revolution, |

rveryhody’s folks saved the country in the
ilevolution. But as to the lifv of this, the great
Brows—there is a paragraph of the aulo-
Yiogruphy Cetailing “the first thing in his life

. worth mentioning, »

*1 eannor tell yon of anything in the first
four y wars of John’s life worthh mentioning,
save thut at that early age, he was tempied by
three Jurze brass pins, belonging to a girl who
lived inthe family, and stole them,  Inthis, he

wus detected by hiz mother, and after haviny |

actall day to think of the wrong, received from
her a therough whipping.”

1

Thi- incident is recorded in a chapter emti- '
tied The Father of the Man.  There are, we
aspoct. persons so far gone in unbelief in
Joux Brows, as to aftirm that there was o’
similarity, possibly faint, but po-itively dls-
tingui-hable, between the first and lust inci- !
dents in Lis career.

A great many scraps are raked toze:her and !
thrown into the clajpters of this book, Mr, !
IEpeaTH stitching them iogethor in a very
loose way. with his opiniona on all subjects
bearingz upon assassination and emancipation,
and jerseral details regarding thoge mighty
men of var—JonN BrowN and Jamrs Rio- |
raTi. He never thinks of comparing the for- |
mer with any historical person below the
stature of WasuingtoN, This is the style:

“History will place John Brown, in her
American pantheon, not ameong Virginia's
culprits, but as high, af least, as Virginis's
greatest chiefl”

The repeal of the Missouri Compromise is
mentioned in this way: “An infamous statute
had been still more Infamousiy repealed.”

A pood deal of space is glven the war in
Kananz, all of which Mr. REviaTi would have
a2: understand he saw, while he was a con-
ziderable portion thereofl

We jass over this, however, and come to
the Joint, where Jons Browy, from fAghting
on the defensive against slavery, became the
aggressor,  The blographer aays:

“Achin Brown returned to Kan:az in the
mont’t of Novembver, 1857, What had he bieen
doing since January, when we repoirted him
in Boston?  Waelling his srrovd.”

We are explicitly informed Le had beea Qo-
iy this by raising funds 1o armn & cotapany
o young men,

‘He well knew, from his power over men,
that ~hould the Kansas difliculties ceaze, the
suuths thus drilled would follow him to Har-
ver s Ferry, which for many yrars he had -
ld as the grand pofut of atlack en davery.”

Reorstin met Browy in Juno, I83S, in Law-
rence, KT, Brows had disgnised himeelf
by alowing hiz beard to grow, hut REDFATH
Anew him instantly, and Brows traveled
abeut through Kansas under the name of
Capt. Morgan. Here our biographer becomes
mysterious, and gives us what a friend heard
of Capt. Brown alias Morgan's plans ay that
iime. This friend §s Mr. Reppati hinzclf,
vut Le finds it convenlent to retire behind the
acends fora few pages and let his “friend”
speak,  Kagi, who was o correspondent of the
N. X. Tribune, and was Kkilled at Harper's
Ferry, invited this “friend” (o go a fishing,
aud ~itting ona fence, unfoldcé’ the “great
plan® We quoto a passage here: )

“Kozlasked me what I supposed was the
plan ot Capt, Brown? My answer was, that |
thought it had reference to the Indian terri-
tory and the Southwestern States. He shook
his head, and gradually unfolded the whole of
ilicir plans, a U{)orlion of which only has been
dlucldated in the Harper's Ferry outbreak. 1
shall not, for obvious, reasons, yive the full de-
(ails. A full account of the conveniton in
Canadn was made, 83 well a3 of the organl-
zation, its_extent and objoets thereby effected.

The monntalns of Virginia were named as
the ylaco of refuge, and as a country admira.
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. bly adapted in which to carry on a guerilla
“warfare, In the course of the conversation
Husper’s Forry was mentioned as a polnito be
seized but not beld, on account of thearsenal,
‘The white members of the company were to
act us oflicers of different gueritla bands,
under the general command of John Brown,
“were (o be composed of Canadian refugees,
“and the Virginia slaves who would join tiem,
A ditferent time of the year was mentioned
* for the commcncement of the warfare from
tLat which has lately been chosen, It was
not anticipated  that the first movement
©wonld huve any other appearancs lo the mas-
ters than a slave stampede, or Tocal insurree-
tion ut worst, The planters would pursuse
their chatels aud be defeated, The military
wonld then be called out and would aiso be
deseated. Tt was not intended that the move-
ment should appear to be of large dimen-
sions, but that gmdually Increasing in
maznitude, §t should as it opened, strike
terror inte the heart of slave States, by
the etnount of organization it would exhibit
“and the strength it guthered,  They antici-
pated after the tinst blow had been struek
that by the aid of the free and Canadi ne
srees who would join thewm, they would in-
" s} ire conftidenee in the sfaves and induce them
to rally,  No intention was expressed of gath-
ering o large body of slaves and removing
then to Canada,  On the contrary, Kaui clear-
Iy stated In answer 1o my inguirles, that the
design was 10 wake the fight in the mountaing
ot Yirginia, extending it to North Coroling
and Tennessee, wnd also to the swawmps of
South Carolina M possible.  Their purpose
was not the extradltion of one or of a thons-
and slaves, but theie liberation In the States
where they were horn, and wlhere nos held in
boudage. ** Pl mountains and swamps of thg
Sonih were intended by the Almishty,” said
Jobin Brown 1o e afierwards, “for a refuge
+ tor the #lave, and a defence against the oppres-
. sor.” Kagi spoke of having marked out a
Cchain of counties, extending continuously
through Souih Caroling, Georgia, Alabama
"and Mississippl.  He had traveled overa larze
rortion of the reion indleated, and from his
own yerseml knowledge and with the nasist
cance of Canadian negroes who had cscaped
" froin those States, they had arrunged a gen-
eral plsn of attack, The blow struck at
Harpey's Ferry was 1o have been in the spring,
© when the planters were busy and the slaves
mo-t needed. The arms<inthe arsenal wereto
be taken to the mountains, with sneh slavesas
joined, Thoe telegraph wires were to be ewt,
aud the rail rond traeks worcup in all diree-
“tions. As fast us possible other bunds beside
the orizinal enes were 1o be formned, and a
: continuous chain of posts established in
the mountains. They were to be supporied
by provisions taken from the farma of the
opprissors, They expected to be speedily
and constantly reinforeed—tlrst, by Cumadian
nevroes, and iext by shives themeelves, The
" jutemtion was to hold the egress to the free
Ntates as long as possible, in order to retreat
» when that was advisable.  Kagi, however, ex-
U ypected to retreat Southward., % * *

i

james-redpath-february-17-1860

The coustitution adopted at Chatham was in-
tended 93 the frmework of erzanization.—
Men were more casily managed by forms of
law. This was one of the purposes to be
served by the Brown mld Govermment.  An-
other was 10 alarm the oligarchy by discipline
and the show of ovganizstion.  In theirterror
they would imazine the wiole North was
upon them petl-mell; as well asall their slaves.
KRaei =aid John Brown anticipated that by a
sysfem of forbearanee 10 non-slaveholders
wmany of them might be induced to join them.”

Here agmin the mysterious REpeati (hy the
way, What a san<uinary natae!y comes forthin
Li> 6wn person, and says:

“My friend Lere explained at wrent lensth
anclher well devised plaa of an colended insitree-
fon in the Sonflern Stales; bat ux its pudlice-
Livge wnight prevent ils succesful execntive—anid
of that, o @an alteng! to ful Uit there is no don's
il i mdind—1 deen it more prudent to
suppress this portion of his narmtive,”

A> to how well John Brown's plans were
known, Mr, Kagi's fricad said:

K- i s tated that no politician iu the Repub- © jigent man in the country, will not have been

Lvan or any other party Kuew of their plans,
and but few of the Abolitionists,

Among the suyings of John Brown recorded
at this time are the following

“XNat Turper, with fifty mcen, held Virginia
five weeks,  The satne number, well ercanized
avd arwed, can slake the system out of the
State”?

“Pwenty men in the Alle :heniea conld break
Slavery in picces Intwo years,”

The nest thing in order is a highly iofiated
account of the invazjon of Missouri by Brown
and Kegi, and their exploits in running off
slaves, One incident ol this foray s related
as follows:

Kogi went on the Southern =ide of the Huie
O:az¢, und called at ceveml houses for the pur-
posc of tescuing slaves.  But he falled to find
ot¢ until he reached the house of David
Crus¢. That robber of God's poor children,
on learning the purpose of the party raiasd his
rile to dite, but he was shol dead before he
pulled the tricer. He Lad oue slave only—
who immediately sitled hiz place in the ceasns
of frecman,

The terrible Redpath thinks, we have no
doubt, there is an appearmnce of bruvery in
telling of & murder in this cool style, Under
the head “Assembling to Conspire,” we read:

“Tn the Canudian provinees there are thous-
anda of fugitive slaves, ®*  * all of them
are deadly enemies of the South  Five hun-
dred of them at least annually visit the slave
Rtates, passing from Florida to Harper's Ferry,
‘ot it roie errads of merey and deliveranece.—
They bave carricd the underground raiiroad
and 1he underground telegmph into neariy
‘every Southiern State.”

* Speaking of the Harper’s Ferry mid, Mr.
Redpath says:

People called the attempt an in=ane one; but

they dudn’t Know that many hundreds of men,

teiond and bhuteane statesmanship,

camest haters of the slavery whose terrors
they had Kuown, and drilled for the service
were eagerly awaiting  in the Canadlan
Ym\"nros for the signal to be given at
larper's Ferry, to hasten Southward and
Join the army of Immediate Emancipation.
And Mr. Repratn informs us that he has
light on the subject of the constitution of the
Joux Browx Provisional Government, which
he cannot impart to the world. He says:
“To persons familiar with it, there Is ueither
insanity nor inconsistency in the Instrument;
but on the contrary, every evidence of a judi-
The day

- exdll g core vhen Johne Brown®s namne will stand

Jrst i the st of dmevican stalesnein,”

Certainly Browx will be remembered accor-
ding to this conccited and malignant fanatic,
aud others ot the =ame stripe, when Wasiuneg-
TON s forgotten. Jrrrersox, HAmiLTON,
and MAvt:0N, must pzale their Inefleetual fires
hefore his statesmanship!

One meore extract and we leave this book,
which i it serves no other useful purpose

. thau that of contributing Lirgely to make the

muery of the Harper’s Ferry mid more ab-
horent than ever to the feelings of every fntel-

- published in vain;

It was the original intention of Captain
Brown 1o scize the Arsenalat Huper's Perry
on the night of'the 24:h of October, and to
take the arms there  deposited 1o the nelish-
boring mouniaing, wi-ha number ofthe wealth-
Ivr citizens of the vicluity as hostazes, until
they should redecn themselves by fiberating
an cqual number of their slaves.  When at
Baltimore, for satisfuctory reasons, he deter-
wmined tostrike the Mow that was (o shake the
slave system 1o jts fomdations, on the night
of the 15th, One of the wen who fought at
Harper's Ferry gave e as the chief reason
for the precipitate moveaent, that they sus-
weeted there was a Judaz in their company.—

* But this deelsion, however necessary,
was untortunate; for the men from Canada,
Kansas and New England, and the neighbor-
ing free 8tates, who had been told to be pre-
parcd for the Hih of October, and were ready
1o do their duty at Harper's Ferry  at that
time, were unable to join thele captain at this
carlier period.  Many who started to joiu the
Liberators, halted balf way; forthe blow had
already been strack, and their captain made
a captive. Had there Leen no precipitation,
the mountains of Virginia to-day would have
been: peopled with free blacks, properly ofll-
cered snd ready for fieldaction, John Brewn
had cugaged a competent military eflicer to
take ebarge of the liberated slaves as soon as
it became necessary to descend from the moun-
taing, and meet the militla forces in the ficld.
The negroes, also, In the neighboring coun-
tics, who bad promised to be ready ou the
2th October, were confused by the precipi-
tate attack, and before they could act in con-
ceri=—which they ean only do by secret noc-
tuinal mectings—were watehed, overpowered,
and deprived of every chanee to join thelr he-
rolc Liberators,”
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