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" COLONEL HUGH FORBES TURNED.UP AGAIN,
WWW R
piguant Leiter from the Friend of the
Colored fian and of Johre Browhie
fiemsons for Forbes’ Withdrawal—The
tWell HMatured Plan’=Finaneial Af-
Falrs~That 5ix Hundred Dollars=Letter
to Bemator Mlasou=Forbes is Dumb &8
Lo &Kooy KXe, - - .
D Oyster, Sou S | ooy, Teb. 20, 1860
My Dzi Se—I have 1o thank you for yours, saclosing
that from Ssnator Mason. In the preaent is a copy of my
yeply to Senstor Magon, which has been seal for trans-
snipsion to the Ametican Oongul. <
Prom the morest I heard my name mixed up with
Ehoga of Brown, Graeley, Hows, &c., in tho Harpsr's
‘ Ferry folly, Ireeolved notto give any evidenca if called
wupon to do g0, I see mo jost motlve for chaaging my

opiaion; but even were I now o think diffarenily {rom

what Iformerly thought on that at;bjcct, {t would be sbao-
fofely impossible for ma (o testify after monoy
had been ftepdered {0 me. The reasen why
I. sefuse fo bo -made & witness i3 simply
because I ao mot chooss to give ovidence In ausWer
.10 _geestions pat 1o me by the pro-slavery ensmy,not.
gren on points which I have po objection fully to explaln,
There are, however, certain met'ers upon which I do not
desirs to enlighten faquisitive Southerners; for ’instanze,
What Iz tae well matured plan P! I never liked that
method g0 well a the siampedes (820 my letter to Dr.
Howe, dated Msy 6, 1858), for £ carrying off of slavasby
srell directed stampedes would, Ibelieve, in & briet pa- .
glod of time, settle the question of slavery in tha United
Siates withous the Lecegslty of yecurring to an fusarrsc-
gion. Nevertholees, should insurrection be unavoldable to
procure Liberty for the siaves, then the ““well matured
. plan,” withsomelittle alteration, appearsto metobe aopli-
geble to the case. A few modifications in tha projsct would
bs advizable, sinco some 1bings which then wore easy
tisve now becoms difficult, throngn the much (o b re-
ticd Harper’s Ferry folly. The lmproved, or, ag Capt.
Prown termed {1, ¢¢ the well matured pian,” 1 may cb-
gerve, was determined upon by Capt. B. and myssl,
pfier much deliberation, and was t0 bo =&
gubstitute’ for the Harper's Ferry folly—with the
distinct ondersianding between us that the pralade should
be a gorics of stampedes, and above all that & mixed
gommitize of white and colored dfrectors should bo ap-
po'nted without whose concarrenice no step whatever iz
Shs plan ileel! ghould botslken. Brown’s nszant appsardd
10 mo &3 nod very cordial, and in my letfer to his son,
dated New York, Fobruary 23, 1858,1 wrote: ¢“He next
proposed a joint dietatorship of himsslf and myself; I held
for the commiitce, and that was fnally sad mest reluc.

*patisfied that throughout this affair I havaacied righily. I

tanily consezied to—E0 reluciantly ihat I have always
bad misgivings a8 to some roconsideration of that polt
being yet brought before me.” It was furlher agresd ba-
tween us that none, except the committes to ba hereaflter
gppointed, shonld be informed of the full details of the
cewell matured plan.” Whether Brown did aftarwards
confer with hie frisnd: in New England respecting the
sodus gperandi in our-* well-matured plan® J czanet gay;
I sbonld think that he did not, becanse they clung so ta-
nacicusly to the Harper's Ferry folly, thongh
this may be eccouuted for from the fact that
some of his backers losisied upon .2 grawd med
gudden eclat, such as the ssizare of the government
arsenal, whbich, thovgh held for only & short time, would
preduce an efiyel on tee 2averal exchanges, aad cambic
thoge epeculators previcusly in the Boors: to realizs largs
Bung of money. ‘

1 am desircuns 10 know whether a littls traatias on slays
insurrectiors, headed, “Whatseaver thy havd fladeth to
do, do it with thy might,"’ ka3 come to light. Tt cop-
menced with the stswpede of the Israalites out of Egypt,
and ended with the irfumph of San Domings, Brownhad
a mapuscript copy or ¢wa, and if it has peen fourd and
published I should like a copy eof it to ses whether i hag
been sltered. ‘

Sg thas sinvery be avolished I care not whe mayaccom-
plish that desideratum; therefore me ¢ross-qaesiocning
gheil draw from me tha details of the “well matured
plan,’” regpecting whioh I alreadv have often beenintsrro-
galed,  Should, however, this same 7plan, or
any other, be aitemptzd by- the religious, or
political, or speculating New -Eogland repudi-
ators, or -by thess amiable, prating :impraciicables, -
men in petticoais and women in bresches, who attend tha
spring anuiversaries, I fearthatit will prove a migerable
failure. . ) : :

1 thark you heartlly for bavieg taken my part in my
nbegence, Donot get youraell into hot water on my as-
count, as that would greatly grieve me. I am thoroughly

was right in consentivg to go West for the servics of hu-
ranity sgainst the pro-glavery berder rufians. I was
right ip demsndicg from thoss who begged me o goa
suffigiency {or the meintenanse ar¢ education of my chil-
dren, Iwasright in estimating that sum at its minimoem,
inszead of making & job of it—that sum baing rather less
thau haif of what I was then earniog in New York. I was
right in protesting energstically against the iil'treaiment
of my children. I wes right in  refusing the
Joint nnd irrespopsible mapagement whh Browa,
and  jnsisting that the direction bas Isft to |
£ commiftee of muusgement, connecting therewith a
finavco department so orzanized B8 to prevsntany one
from “helping themselvee.”” I was right in ohjec.ing fo
cortain spacuistions not legitimats and to the Harper’s
Ferry foliy, end in proposing edmetbing more rajionai nad
honest. 1wag rightin consnliing two leading abolition-
ir!g 4t Wachington wihen Brown, contrary to his compact
with me, returnsd t6 the senseless, miscklevous and sal-
cidal Harper’s Ferry project. I wasrigat in disconnecst-
ipg myeelf from the bus'ness a8 it thew stood, and in lenv-
ing the whole in the hands of those fnflgential anti slavery
men to whom Dr.-Bailey had appesled. And Iam right |
in refosing to becoms a wilness before a pro slavery
commiitee of the United Stales Senate, or bafore any Uni-
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ted States tribunal. Thus far I am parfectly tranquil in
1y miad,forno power, human or superhuman, can cliange
right into wrong., The false prophet and tha gpaculative
humsnitarians of that class may aszsent, and even
ey pretend td believe whatevar tends to east blams on
me, a8 & means-to divert public odium from themselves;
but (hey sxnnot make truth become faleohood, and every
effortto doso will resuredly recoll with terrivle force
upon the keads of thesa who may attempt such evil as.
tiong. Already have taey fell a amart or two trom recoil.
The defrandiag and mdiireatiog ndy children gave riss to
a corvespondence distadteful ani damaging to the reondi-
ating humanitarisns. The breekmg of engagemsnis with
me ipduced Brown (moss naturally) to eornclude thet he
would be treated in a simYar mauner, whenever suchs
base abapdonment miget salé the humsnifarians; con.
sequently ho took such measares as precluded the possi-
bility of thelr throwirg him overbeard, and he carried
with him, op bis expedition, that *‘carpet bag”’ full of
documentary evidence, implicating the repudiators in a
manber thore wag no possibility of their repudiating.
The diecovory of , this ¢carpst bag’ quickly abtersd the
tone of tha New York Tribunz, and tho party orgaus of thal
stamp; the false prophet, a'so, unable to wipe from certain
gkirtgthe trasss of Brown’s fingers, ceazed to traat him as
crezy, and bis ailly plot as & mere Nal Turaer outbraak.
That Browu should bavoe made his f‘carpat bag” & leading
Teafure in his scheme wag hiz own act. I did noj coun..
gel bim ¢0 doso. Noram I responsible if my trunk wag
by the innkeepar broken oper, and my Dpapirs leid hold

of, at 787 Broadway, Where for three montns I remainad.-.
gick and helpleas from an illness contzacted in ths service

b tha Tepudiating hemanitarians. - -~

Respeciing the $600 (eix-hundred dollars) mentioned by -

Mr.. Csllendar, (cesbler of a Harbford baok, I beliove,)
{aat testimony corresponds in that particalar with what I
hava repeatsdly eaid and writien. When John Brown

came to me, for the firat time, in March, 1857, s bagged:
of ms to name the condflions upon which I would go Weat,
1 was wholly takbn by surprise at. tee propos!, and had

" mo deelre to go; yet feeling thsl I ought motto refuse

to do’ &uch - & marvise, - I
plicd that 25 I could pelher leave my daughter:
plone in New York or take hor with me to the Weat, she
muet, atthe expense of the entislavery lmmnniurfans,
be seat to hor mother in Paris, and that a son of mine
thonld come oot to 16 in har st2ed; that I should for my.
821f requirs clothes, &e., suitable for Western 1ifa; basides
that I desiréd to somplete some private businessatrange-
ments befora leaving New York, which,were theyto
ba neglected, would entsil on mo Joss—to cover all which
$600, ot the lesal, would.bo necesgsary. Farther, Istipu-
fat:d that the engagement should ba for nof less than one
wear; and that my family should have one hundred dol-
iare par month—thst baing rather lem than halt of what I
was then earning without deranging mysell Oaplain
PBrown left the ity that zame afiormoon to com#ult his
friends in Now Esgland, resppearing, however,at the
end of Apri), exllicg upen me to fulfl my promiss togo
§Vest, and tendering me at the 2ama time the six huadred
dollers, for what he termed “outdt.” - 8o littls did I ex-
pect to Bave seen Brown apain, that I'bzd not spoken to
my daughter aboat her returnto Earope, Theraforalurged
him {0 stay with me till the next dey, which he doclined
1o do, alleging that be hs.d ihal evaniog an engagement at
New Haven; aleo, that he feared being sslzad for goms
Tangas afair it he tarrled In New York., Hoi ata'ed, how-
evor, thet he would for s>me days ieave the $500 wiih the
cashier of & Hartford bank {Mr. Callendar, I belleve}, so

_ ¥hat I might draw for that rum if I determiced upon go-

Snp West, Regarding myzeit as in some degres bound
byg {kat hall ngoiﬁjse I had “made to Brown in March,

3 concluded thet I could mot, with propriety, do other

than go, and conseqisntly, on the .2d or 3d of Mey,I
dreiw for part of tho $600, and the remainder in a fesr

&t - onca . ra-.

dayelater, Towards the Talddle of MayI met Oaptain. | (
Brown ‘a% Peterboro', when he informei m» thut he |
pould 3t be In Jowa for some gix or eight wesks; there-
fore, 2t bie request, and for the bexefis of the Kansas
froe State men, T employed that time In printing fhe liitle
pocket volume of “Extraols” from my Iarge work, uzing
dn the service of the antiglavery humanitarisns ro
puch -of the $500 that I was unable to complate
the. private hosiness of my own above alladed w0
or to get my gon from Earope: fndeed I had considerabie
difficuity in reashing Tabor, in Iowe, whers I arrived on.
Bho Oth of August, 1857—ssmo thirty-six kours sfter Caji.
3. . Then ] learned from him that he had baon disappoint-
g4 in the promises made to bim by the thumaniisrians: T |-
wrged bim to write energeiically 40 thom, which ks seam- | |
#d moet reloctant to do, and he tried 10 Darsuade monot | -
2o bie 5o anxions about miy family iB Parls, saying that
¢:they would manage somehow.’” - Respocting his owa in.
Beresis, he was nat 80 negligont, for Inreply 10 his reite.
zated remonstrances to his frisnds, 1o was eventaally in.
Sormed by letéer from Mr. Sanborn that the purchsse (by.
subscription) of m farm of somee’ hundre) and. ten acres .
_contigaous to lis own, &t M¥orih Eiba, N, Y., haibasm
gompleted, and that {he property he coveted was as lagt
his. The sAma Mr, Sanborn, in thanam of the sail-slavery
humanitarians, whom he had consultad, replicd Lo $haa)-
Pliotions to fulfl the engagement sowards my famiy by
%lo Inconlo spswor, “Hard times.” . S
The following exiracts, explanatory ef ths above,are
Gaken from my correspondence:—Extract from & lstiar lo
&20n Bromn, dr., dated New York,; Tk, &, 185,809y, |

of which was handed o Oaptam Brown on the 24 of
Marg-*Your father; & few duyg after [ roschod Tab
ssked me whether I would bo willing to regard ns a2
equivalent for the derangemsntof my oocupations and
afeira the §600 aready paid me, and my expenses hack
to this oizy, since he had been disappointed ln tha pro-
miees made to him, I emphatically answared no. Tng
$600 had, se stipulated, been applied {2 other purposss:
.Again, inthe same leiter:—“And afterjihus scling
gererosily, fdelity and zeal, T find myself not merely at
the loks of '1hes pirtion of the $600 which 1 sxpended la
the servioe of the cause, but I am cefrauded out of the
monthly piliatce Which I stipulatzd for my family.”’ Ex-
tract frommy commenicsion to the London Anti Slavary
Society, 30th Jau., 1858:—~¢About the end of aprid Capi. B.
came aghin to me, from New England,isying thathe
w8 ready to agres te my lerms, viz: - S§00

{0 my famlly In Paris.” In the Hrritpand Tirwgsef
New York, E{th or 28tk of Qclober lass, can bo ’;&nd
similar statements regpectiag the $600; algo in my lebior
to Dr. Howw, 16th April, 1858, in reply to thst of Dr.
E.,in‘'which he hed named $990. - Though the tes!imony
of M. Caliendar—to the gffeot that he pald-me $600~is
correct substantiaily, the'humanltariang, with their asual

fuirness of dealing, seam to try o distort the transastion, -

with & view to produce au impression diferent fron the
trath.  Yet what else could follow when ono has ta doat
with sleek, canting bypoctitical, repudisting Bpeculaters,

v,
bosides my expenses; and $100 por month {o gond home.

ecch baving his own private inferest to forward, some -

epjoying spug eltuntiong, asisccretaries, olhers a3 trea-
surcrs or lectorers, or collectors of funds, or iutrignsrs
for politicat influence end place. Such men would regret

wera slavery to cease, for then, their ocsupations would.

vanish. As {0 the sincere but gimple contribntors, they
are completely roled by the managers; therefore they ars’
pawerlees for any good, and the ‘only practical resu't of
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their saerifices is 10 fatien the wolves which fead npon the

sheep. . .
The firzm gtand I took in opposiag the stupid and cor.
trupt Bearper’s Perry scheme onght to have. procured for
- me the lasting gratitude of all sinoere abolitionists, That
fecling should have ivcreazed 1a 148 Intensily when I re-
fueea to give my testimony to the Unnited Siates Senate and
courB of justice, though by that:refusal T ivjured (perhana
beyond remedy) my privats affairg, which were just then
getiicg inte & Pprosperous osnditivs, for the first time
sinco the ansi-alavery humanitarians cheated me in 1857,
Yst, aithovgh €0 mach was due to mas by ihe New
Englanders, who profess an ‘satipathy %o slavery, thair .
debt was, &g ususl, repudiated, and I wax allowad to quit -
America.last Novembar, on boerd the John Bright, witha
stecrage pas3age furnished meo by the St. George's So.
clely, in tha name of White. That {rifiing discomfort,
however, T care little abput. .
But [mast cloza this letter ero 3t beoomes & volume, g0 I
will mereiy quote what 1 wrote on a former occasion: ©IfI .
be zgain mictaken; if every abolitionis} in America, evan if
every abelitionist in the world, were to turn rasoal, that
would not aller my opinion asto the greab principle of
righit confaized in ebolitionism.” H. FORBES,

COPY OF MY RERPLY Y0 THE LRTTRR OF SCNATOR MASON.
: ) -~ loxpow, Feb. 12, 1860.

SmeThough it may, porheps, be an irregulariy, I .
uke-the fiberty of mysalf replyisg to your Ietier to Me,
Kenney s of the 26th January 12st concerning me.

Hed | remained in the Usited Stateg and baan forcibly
carrlied {0 Washipgton or cleewhere, 85 a wilness {n the
Horper's Ferry folly, 1 shoald have rafussd o have tesil-
Sed, end should -copsequsntly heve besn committed Yo
pricon for contempt. Taerefore, a8 my parpstosk m-
priconment ‘oould Berve ro uwseful purpoge, Ithoaght it
Beiter 1o crosz the Aflsne, Yo evading ths gum-

.mops of the United Stateg autboritics I was wat ae-
tuzted by eny feer of meb violenee or of pros2cution, asan
accomplice of Ceplain Brown., Had I dectdad upon giv.
irg wy testimony, I ghould have disregarded any risisd
nught have imcwrred.  After ths treacherous and atro-
Ciug cruduct (Yywards me) of B:own's baskers, whom I
unforlenately mistook foy friends, there i3 nothing which
the falie bumenilariaug do net deserve at my handa,
KNevertheless, I Wil ot on &by consideration opon my
mouth 1o testily for the pro-glavery encmy. Havlug,
therefore, on the one hand the rascals, and on - the other -
kend the enemy, I an resolved to have nolhing to do with
either party.

Respecting your observelions in & formor letier to Mr.
Eeuners, W theeffect that I need appreliend no prosecu- .
tion, rinca I disapproved of and edeavored to stop Brown’s
Baiper’s  Ferry  project, I ‘oncs more plainly sad
openly declare that 1 did €0 merely becanzo wsay -
of those who urged him Cforward izcked integrity |
of purpose,'and the whole 6chems wae atapil, tud gould
ot fail {0 prove Igjnrious o avolitionism and t0 the free
colered people. Had apy plan of giving liberty to the
sleves been'decided upon, baged on common ssnse and
comiron hodesty, Ishould ceriainly have approved and
probably hdve partisipated in it - .

Lasily, respecliog the pecunlary compensation offared
me, chonld ] retirnand give evidence, 1 beg to informibe
United &fates Senate and its Select Committee, that al-
toouph the corrupt, rapudiating and speculsting Amsrican
Lhumaniiarians have brought md into extrems flaancial *
difficulties, I am not for gale. H. FOR3E3.

To the Honorable J, M. Magox, Chalrmen of the Szlech
Commiitee on Harper’s Ferry, Washington, D. C.
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