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Lotter from Washington,

[EDITORIAL CORERERPONDENCE.]

{Continued from yeaterdsy.|
; *  Wasmixarox, April 20, 1561,
' The Civil War—North and Souath Contrasted.
I shall bo expected to sny something in respect
to the probable iscue of the civll war,If [t must
come. Letme say at the beginning, that it canzoet
and will not be a war ** for tke subjugation ofthe
Bouth,” but iz defense of the Government and to pre-
vent ils subjugation by the Sonth, Itis the scceding
Statcs who rzbel, and who scek to overtarn tke
Government, which conseqaently must always
have the advantage tha$ belongs to him who standa
on the defense only. The Government does not
propose **jnvasion of the South,” batonly to re.
tako [ts owa property wherever it can, and o exe-
cute such of the laws of the Upited States now as
will make it & necessity of existence that the re-
mainder shall be voluntarily obeyed by the rebels
by-aud-bye. Thus, for insiance, they will tlock-
ade the ports of the Seceding States, in order to
prevent smoggling, and execute the revenoe Jaws.
Similar gusrds against smuggling will be Institated
onthe Inland border and the waters traversing the
loyal and disloyal &tates. These things done, and
gapplles cus off from the Seceding States, the latter
must either retorn to their allegiance, retlre from
their assault upon the Constitution, or make offen-
sive, inrasive war apainst the Government. To do
this they will need twice the force which the Gov-
ernment will need for succossful defense. The eall
of the Government for 75,000 mep, has already
brought forth profers of gt least 200,000, and 1 they
_ are needed, ths States of the North alone cat for-
: nish £nd Xeep in the field half a million of men.
Jefferson, after four monthe of recruiting, bas an
army of 25,000 men. Trae, the telegraph tells us
that he will call for 150,000 more. This is simply a
desperats brag, and betrays only his idsanity or
insincerity. Nothing can be better sctiled thaa
that the Confederate States are wholly unable to
ralse any such force as thos proposed. Their ut-
most possible force of cltlzens able ty bear arms,
even for defense at home, 1y 300,000—0or one-cighth
their entirg white population—and more than half
of these must be keps at other parsuits of life, to
say nothing of the forco necessary to keeplhoslava
population in sabjection. As to arming, clothing
end feeding any such force es 175,000 men, the pro-
position js simply absurd. Each soldler in cam-
paiga costs not less 1han §600 per annum to tha
government employing him, which, maltiplied by
175,000, gives an aggrepate cost of $105,000,000 an-
noally, for this simple item! The confederate
States haveo been &ble to raise $15,000,000 even,
only on forced loans, and moneyed mmen will not
an({ cannot, be expected wllliogly to cootributo
their fonds to the creation of a stata of emarchy
which destroys all property valnes, azd makes tho
rich man peorer than the poor.
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On the other hand, let mequote the late Secession
organ, the N. Y, Ilerald, upon the strenzth of the
North, as that anthority, speaking agalnst [ts own
inclinations, must be admitted to tell mo more than
the truth. it BAY¥5:

The Northern and Western Ststea have an carolled
militia of nearly two and a half mlllions of men, most
of whom are trained to the use of firearms, and can
make a pretty good shot, and many of them are regu-
larly drilicd and discipiined in organlzed companies.
These States have nlso abundanco of munitions of
war, and mone{ enough at command to sustaina large
force in the field. There exists, morcaver, a porfect
noanimity of fceling to make all thege resgurces
avallable totheserviceof the Governmeut. Itistroe
that hatf the men who are now hurrying: on to Wash-
ington do not care wha is 1'resfdent: inany of them
may be opposed to Ar. Lincoin wmad his party; but
they do care for the integrity, the life, the permaner
of ihe Iepullic, and tn this sentiment ali party predi-
Tections and prejudices are now sabmerged.

The North end the South are equal In courage.
If either has soperior éndurance and coolnees it is
the North, whose climste makes the blood rurr
slower, baut the pulses in whose patriotic bosoms
beat all the more fiercely and persistently when
once aroused. Tho lion which will longest benr
shaking by the mane is most terrible when at last
excited beyond endorance—arnd so it will be, as
some one Lias expressed it, when the peopla of the
Fast go into battle * singing paglms,” while deal-
ing death, Thesa arg 1o words of mensace. God
save mae in this anhappy hour of our coantrye, from
aoy disposition to do iojustice, or to offer tannt to
the people of any section. The Essues of war now-
adays zre accurately measured by the amount of
money which belligerents can respectively com-
mand. Cash js equivalent fo numerical superiority
in men and all elee that makes pn army terrible
and iovincible, for it sopplies subsistence, muul-
tions, perfection of engines of human destraction,
and means of repid trausportation. The combat.
ant who excels in the means of war snd has equal
ekill in wieldine them, must win ino the end. This
premiso is universally admitted, and it relieves s
et once of all doubt ns to the issue of the impend-
Ing contest. Concede, 29 we do, in the Scceding
Etates, personal courags fully equal to thet of tho
loyal States, and theformer are still left in hopeless
mferjority in all other respects. The Confederate
States contain a white populaticn of 2,500,000, or
atout one-eighth of the popnlaticn of the Northem
Btetes. The latter can, if necessary, bring a force
eight times 1-grecn!ﬂ" into the field. All the Slave
States together have a white popalation of only
8,000,000, against 19,600,000 11 the North. Meas.
ur¢d by numbers, tho North is twice end a half &3
powerful, assnming all the Sonthern States to bo
aunit In sentiment and porpose. Bat thig is {m.
possible. Missoari in no contingency will jointhe
Gulf Confedersey, nelther will Dalaware, nor Ma-
rylend, nor Western Virgiule, nor Eastern Ken-
tacky, nor Tennessce. In case of hosiilities, the
Fropcr surveillance over the negro would compel at

east one-belf of the white males to remam at
bome asa local police, incrcasing iko dizparity Lo
such a degree es to render it the height of jool-
hardiness for the Bouth to ventore upon the con.
test. They cannot ba expected to overcomo impos-
gibilitics, and they have no grievance callicg for
exbivitions of the stoicism which lerds men some-
times to seek death rather than yield to tke forco
of surrounding circumstacees.
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They have uno munitions of war, except thelr
smsall erms and & feww cannon ; Torkave they a
singls manufactory of arms or s powder mill, In all
the Secoded States. They cannot arm themsclves
efficlently, therefore, bhowever brave, especlally
when the Federal Government commands the s2a,
and blockades all their ports. Neither do they
menufacture a yard of cloth suitable for soidien'
clothiog, or ralse a poand of food for their rations.
They must be sopplied with these {from the North,
if at all; and the gransricg of the Northwest, wbich
arg ready to pour forth their treasures like water to
feed our Southera brethren, free of cost if they
need it, and are friends, will be scaled to them by
war as closcly as n vice. Even for Its own safety
from stervation, the Cotton States must this year
devoto all their slave Jabor to the rnising of food,
whils the North hes stores enougzh on hand to keep
the wolf from the door, thoagh no erop is ralzed
dariog the summer campaign.

But it is in money 1hat tko disloyal States sore
wecakest. They spend the price of the cotton crop
always before it ia ralscd, and have no fands of any
consequence 10 fall back vpon. Every bznk in
Socth Carolina i3 broken, and tha first bugle-note
of war broke down Southern State stocks and bank
stocks so terribly that they are a drug at any price.
While over $100,000,000 has been freely tendered
10 tho United Btates Government within the last
week, the $15,000,000 Ioan of the * Confederate
States” cannot be pot rid of to voluntary purchas
ers. The moment a State secedes, her ercdit i3
rained-—{or secessfon becomes repudiation by ulti.
mataly rendering her wnable to pay her debts. A
people who trample on the Constitution the{nhave
sworn to support, will not hesitats in throwing off
a debt whenever it is found & burden. Missisa:ppi
and Florida, even for slighter tcmptaticn, blasted
their financial reputations long ycars ago, aod thoe
8tain 13 50 deep and damning as to casta shadow
over Its associatss. 1t Is a warning, Neither the
Confederate States nor itg Individeal members can
have 2ny credit abroud, and every dollar of avalla
ble means in the hands of it people ot home muost
be exhansted in & very brief time, It is a terrible
refloction in times like these that the wealtk of tho
scceding Btates consists chiefly of lands and cegroes,
and war readers both theso species of property al.
most valueless, whilo they are entirely 50 for war
purposes. The disloyal States cun get no money
exlréept by epoliation, which will soon exlheust it-
sell.

Agalp, the loyal States have an immenss advan-
tage in the fact that they hold the commerce and
command the sea, 50 that the Confoderats States
are qnite at their merey in their numerons vulner-
tble points of attack npon the coast, They need
200,000 men &s a defense against 10,000 on board a
well-appointed fleet. Oane day thi force comld
threaten Norfolk, the next Wilmingtor, the next
Charleston, the next Savannah ; then Florida, Mo-
bile, New Orleans and Galveston. No one eonld
tell where the blow wasto bo struck, and conte-
quently every menaced point wonld have to be
well guarded. Sach a fleet and force counld in six
Taon Sut the whole Sonth fa a perfect frepzy, by
constantly hovering upon their coast with bostile
demonstrations.  Aud yet, with tke mercantile
marine of New York and Boston at thelr dienoeal.

=

Government conld precipitate 100,000 men upon
gny required point. A dozen points conld bLe
threatened at the same moment, snd having thus
the command of the sca in the hands of the North,
tha South, having no nar‘y, nor ships, nor sailors,
could not defend themseives with €¥en ten times
tbeir present number. They have more than 5,000
miles of freatier line to protect: what folly then to
tslk of invading the North. Would to leaven that
wire counsels might stay the mad passions of the
rebel conspirators, and avert them from the de-
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gtruction towards whose Lrink they rush. There
is one door of escape left open for them—the Con- |

gress to mect in July. The Herald, (I quote it
becauss its views will not be supposed to bo those
of a partisan Republican,) speaking of the Presi-
dent, says:

But he has chosen to cut the Gordian knot: fhe

. North respondswith slartling unanimily; and we munt
* deal with these wolemn facts of war which are before

us. YWe presume that Virgizia and the other Border
Siave States will come vp with the representatives of
the North to Congress in July, sand that thelr object
in coming will be & treaty of peace. Inthis connee-
tion the resclute polley of AMr. Lineoln and Gen.
Scott, and the significant eco-operation and enthu-
siasm of the North, may opcrate powerfully in behalf
of peace with the beleapucred Southern Confederacy.

1f the Dorder Slave States cannot at preeent act
with the Northern States jn this at crisis, nen-
trality is thelr policy; and we think they will adopt
it, to escape the destructive visitation of this eivil
war uponthemselves; and the field of warlike opera-
tions belng thus confined to the seceded States, their
reduction or destruction appears almost inevitable.
Beyond & yeur or two of an exhanating civil war,
they eannot hold cut without losing the monopoly of
the cotton cnitare; for if our Southern supplien of
cotton fall beyond a year or two, they may be ralsed
in o}&er parts of the world, to supply the world's ne-
ceasities.

The same jourpal, arguirg thst the Border Slare
States will not rush into the whirlpool of ciril war,
but will arrapge for & position of armed neutrality,
has the following :

We are Incliued to thls cpinion from the fact that
Seceaslon and full co operation with the Montgomery
governmenl wounld not ouly throw the brunt of the
war upon Virglnia and the Dorder Slave States,In
making them the fleld of battle, bat in bringlac down
the Capadian fugitive slave line to the borders of
Yirginia, ehe would risk a prand stampede and de-
moralization of heralaves, which mightonly end with
the destruction of her two hundred millions af cash
fnvolved I her elave property. And 60 with Mary
land, Keptacky and Missourl. The LUnfon indisper.
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aable to the aafety of their slave property in this
crisis of civil war. Let Virginla secede, and let Gen.
Jefl. Davia establish his mllitary headquarters at
Richmond, as it is sald he expects to do, and, amidst
ihe confusion of egntending armies within her bor-
ders, Virginia w
of 2rulnous demoralization of her negroen.

azard the zdditional ealamities

If the Border States haply take this position, the -

war at worst will be a short one; If they, on the
other hand, unite with the Confederate States, or
allow a Southern force to cross thelr soil to jnvade
the capltal, Virzinla will become the battle ground,
and will necessarily bo devastated by fire and sword,
while her slave population will in 30 days be en.
tirely beyond fts borders cither South or North.
Virginia neutrzl, and the war becomes little more
than a blockade of the Southern ports ; Virginia
active In hostility, and no man can estimats the
baptism of horrors thtongch which our country
mast pass. The bonds of the Northern States to-
day aro almost £3 pood as before the war panic
dbrcke out, and many of ther arp at a high pre-
miam. Tho stocks of Yirginia have gono to 50 per
ccot. already, and holders have not the least idea
that they ars worth 8 cent except the State keeps
ont of a fratricidal war. It is Jeff, Davis’s purpose
10 bave tho war on Ler soil, if bo s tohave it at all,
for his own domirions are barren of food. e
must move his army to & theatrs whers food ean
bo scized, or he must dieband. So, too, if he can
fransfcr the wat to Virginia, Davis probably thinks
there wiil bo peace at home, and that cotton can bo
cultivated there nextsummer. Inthatheis greatly
mistaken ; for If he attempts its invasion, be will be
repelled by fnvasion. Ifhecomestowards thiscapital
he will be attacked in the rear, while chivalrons YVir-
ginia will suffer the sack of her cities, the deso-
lation of her fields, the liberatlon of her negroes,
and see all her interests completely blasted by the
military despot. Of all the States that have se-
ceded, or threaten to secede, Yirginia Is the most
valnerables and exposed, The United States hold-
feg Fort Monroe, comnlctely cuta off ber communi-
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cation with the sea. From this port expeditions
may peoctrats by water far into the interior. On
the North, Washington will soon be a fortified
camp ©of 25,000 men. On the West, she will be
threatencd by her own free territory, and by Oklo
and Pennsyivania. Between all thess forces she
will be ground to powder~caten up by those who
professad to come to her ald, and commanded at
every torn by tho overwhelmiog forces of the
United States.

But Jefl. Davis threatens our commerce with pri-
vatcers. The threat {s perfectly idle. Iiis letters
of marque will be laughed to scorn, and every mzn
who accepts one will be treated as a piratawherever
found. Tho Southern ports will all be blockaded
by the United States, and there will be no portin
the world to which they can carry a prize for con-
demnation. Every naval power of the world, too,
will be compelicd to ald us in sweeping theso pirat-
fcal eraft from the seas. Tte only dapger of this
piratical proclamsation of Davis Is that it msy pro-
voke tho inroad of scores of John Brown crusaders
into tha Southern States, for the express purpose of
cetting fres tho Southern slaves and arming them
against the Southern rebols, Tho *‘property ™ of
the Sonth is much more open to assanlt than even
tho commerco of the Northern States. No letters
of marquo and reprisal will be needed to make the
war effective. Heaven savo the land from so fear-
[ul and demoniac a retaliation! but if forced to the
death stroggle, men will striko a3 that point of their
assailant’s person which is most exposed.

Even the dastardly N. Y. Ezpress, which has
teen the Jcast mauly of all the opponents of the
Administration, bas wheeled into its support. As
another evidence of the overwhelming unanimity
of sentiment’at the North, I take from the journal
in question tkbe following:

Not another E:n. cannon, revelver or pound of
powdcer shounld rmitted t0o g0 to the sceeding
States. The Prestdent of the L'nited Statcs, through
his revenune officcrs, akould fnstantly estop thelr ex-
portations, and States shonld stop thelr inter-transit
trade. TAe pori of Charleston ought to be instantiy
Woackaded. There may be no Iww for it, but Sout
Carcliva has put heraclf out of the protection of any

law of ours. Shedocs not respect us, and we cannot
be expected to reepect her,

Slave Stampedes on the Southern Borderlands
National Park Service Network to Freedom / House Divided Project at Dickinson College



	Blank Page
	Blank Page



