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THE FUGITIVE SLAVE QUESTION.
Wasmsarox, May 29, 1501.

Colone! Butler, the brother of General Batler, & here,
10 agk for insiructions as o the disposal of the slaves
now hourlr seeking protection among the feleral troops
in amd a%out Fortrese Monroe. The matter bag heen be-
fore *1.- Cabinet, but no definite comclugion has s yot
wovi arrived at. The action of Geaeral Buller in the
premiscs will doubtloss'y be sustained.

It appenre by advices from Fortreas Monroe, that there
8 1k 'y o be a stampeds of the ‘“‘peculiar institation’
through Virginia, After the three slaves belonging to
Msjor Carrie, demanded by him under the Fugitive Slave
law, were retained by Genmeral Buller, beoause Carrie
would not ewear Lo suppwt the constitution and lnw: o
the | utled States, eleven more flad to the plokets of Lhe
federal forces and were taken into the fort and put to
work. The next day thirty two were found outside the
fort, and when my |oformant left about fifty more had
Just arrived.

(Jeneral Butler I8 desirous of receiving instrustioms
frem the government as to what dispoeition he spal
make of these peeple. Under the laws of Virgluia (noy
aro properiy, and will be retained when known 1o he.
lopyg to traltors. bat any cecaping from loyal men will be
promptly retorped, under the laws,

From precant anpearances we shall have a very sudden
deereags of the slave population im many of the slave
Mates. Under this rule, whenever the federal forces
mar b, elavery will dissppear.  The subject of disposing
of vhe slaves when pot free 18 new before the Cabinet.
AR the elaves Whue liborated auddealy become men, and
will he roooguized as suoh by General Butler, the ques-
tion ariees whritier they cannot be seat Nerih ou their
parcle of homor,
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