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Slave Difficultles at Fortress Monroe. ' present twenly-five hundred troops are loca-

Gen, Butler has shown the same military
promptness and activity which has heretofore
churacterized his movements ot Annapolis
and Baltimore.  His rcconolsances have
been pushed for some distance in the vicinity
of Yortress Monrce, The Yermont regiment
‘has beon eneamped in the village of Ilamp-
ton. Asan evidence of what may he expee.
'ted in Virginia, it is remarked that ns soon
a8 Lhe troops were fairly ensconced in ITamp-
ton, frdies and heads of families came to
their  doorg waving handkerchiefs and offer-
ing other demonstrations of welcome, . T'he
snme thing, by tho way, was visible at Alex-
andrin, and may be expeeted all over the 0ld
Dominion, wherever there is any love for the
Stars and  Stripes remaining,
occupution of Ilampton, Gen. Butler hag
Hormed o camp and erected o buttery nt New-
port, a short distanee vp the James river and
commanding the entranee Lo that fmportant
streanm in the most effective mwanner, At

Besides the:

“ted there, T'he Datteries at Sewnll's point
have been strengthened by tho Robels but they
can be beseiged and the gavrison starved out

without the loss of v single life.,  But the

|most important event since Gen, Butler hny
renchod Fortress Monroe is the decision in
regard to some fugitive slaves who reached
the post from one of tho adjueent Virginin
batteries,  Col, Mallory, to whom they bo
longed, sent o flng of truco and demanded
their release.  (en, Butler replied thet he
considered’the negroes contraband of war, as
they might be employed in tho war against
the U. 3., and in fnet had  been employed in
that capucity 5 so he refused to give them up
and the darkics wore set to work on tho forti-
fientions.  T'he action of Gen., Butler has
been approved by tho Administration and
will be o precedent for all future cuses, 1t
witl make n vast difference in tho termina-
tion of this warif the slave property of the

Southerners is o bo confiscated, and if the
fuct over beeomes known ihroughout the
South, the negroes will stampede as soon as
possiblo, At the sume time this decision will
muke up an intensity of bitterness in the
Southern States and mensures of retalintion
nre expeeted,
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