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prTORN:=] Wi
ugh the mediun of yi e
a sobjest thiat deeply Invoives
@ Interese of this community=and which
ires prompt mciion on the pars of the

‘The publle must be awars ers (hiw “of the
escape of Rty or sixty negroes from their
masiers wnd probakly under the convey of
some egents of wbolivionmsis of Ohio, [ need
not go Into any detziled acconnt of the man-
ner of their escape fartber than to stale, that
there sppeers, fiom the accountis [ have been
able Vo collect, the most esdmirable conduct
‘both on the part of the abdtored and abduet-

‘ors. * There mus be o feeling of the moss en-

uire srcurity amid this communily, to pernit
sach n number of slaves to rendezvois but
& few miles from this cliy, then 1o prepare a
revel, sartling the nvighborhood wuli thelr
boisterous mirth, und then quietiy to proceed
on their journey to Ohio, I apprehiend this
wiil not be the extent of thelr aadacity, un-
less some stringent measnres are emvployen %o
check them. Any one coming from Viigin-
in or one of the Southern BSiates would
ncnruelf suppose, did they nctknow the Juet,
that this was o slave state, for there. is no
authority assumed on the part of their mas-
ters over their slaves beyond the working
house of the week duye; alter their tasks nre
completed, they are perndtted to stroll over
the town and couniry as thiey list; nay, are
even oRcouraged so to do, that they may be
fed for the thine by strangers. Masters owe
the community aduty and it should be en-
forced, which is, thas they should Jook after
their slaves &t oll tiwes, and not permit them
to depredante upon every opportunity: if they
were mulced whenever a depradation was

- commitied by their sluves, it would create
' species of domestie surviellance that would

tend more to the cause of order and good

1 morals than four-fold our present police force.

But to retarn to the “prompt action,”
which [ spoke of recommending, it is as

follows:—A county meetingshoild be called
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......... T
lund & petition framed, and issued for signu.
tures, praying the County Court to institute
an efficient country police, or patroles, ns it
|i3 commonly called, for both night and day
| service, whose duty it shonld be toapprehend
ul! idle negroes and to disperse all nocturns|
gatherings ofihe sume, for whatever purpose,
| and for such other duties as wiser ones may
deein necessary. And also if thought expe-
~dient, to petition the Legislature for such a
duty on pedlers and jtinerant venders ol
damaged and smuggled wures as may affect.
uuliy exclude them; for I am persuaded it is
! by these men, thatour negroes are seduced,
as some of them have been known to tuke them
: off in their wagons, and ihis very rec. ntly--
1 besides they are nuisunce to onr merchants,
and such a one to the country people that
| their dishonesty andcheatry have pussed into |,
'a proverb. :

These ure merely suggestions, and every
one you meet has some of sonie sort, and ull
aeknawledge there is a necessity for sowme-
ihing to re done. [f these are not appruved
' of, us doubtless they will not be, aud nierely
offered to stimulate exertions. I hope sone
patriarchal citizen who is actuated by hoth
benevolence and personal interest, will step
forward and give the scommunity the benefity
of his influenca. ] ;

I wish to nssure you, Sirs, und others.that
it is no wantol a feeling huwanity that urges
me to recommend a curtailment of the privi.
j leges ofour negroes, but u sense of the ur-
%em necessity of the things, so far from this,
| 1 sirs, oi:ly desire to see them encouraged in
"every useful and profitable recreution; |
should be the lust to shut the door of the
house of God upon them so long as there was
a probability, or even possibility of their de-
'riving any yood Ly going there, and in no
cuse would I go farther than to recommend
their being closed at n1gHT: for all can have
an opportunity of sifending once a day,

when they will hear more than they can prol-
(itably digestin n week.
I woull not hesitate n moment to sign my
own name to this, jt | were not persunded
that my insigniticance might deiar soine fron
fullowing any suggesiions from such usource,
theretore I rewmain, '
Yours respectfully,
AN HUMBLE CITIZEN.
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