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The Test of Unionism.

The following able articie, from the pen
of H. Fauntleroy, Eesq., now a resident of
this place, and late of Nashville, was written
on the 16th of April last, for the Banner of
that city, and was put in type, but with-
drawn and returned to the aanthor on ac-
count of the excitement and terrorism that
forbade its publication. At the reguest of
many of his friends, we give it to the pub-
lic as a sample of the writer’s bold and:
courageous advecacy, at the peril of his
gafety, of the cause of the Union, nncom-
promising devotion to which induced bim
t0 leave the State upon ils trersonable de- '
fection : . . R

‘The bombardment and surrender of Fort
Sumter, according to our intelligence from
Chbarleston, bave inaugurated an actual
state of civil war within the sacred borders
of our beloved country. It was doubtless
the policy of the General Government to
evacuate the Fort, if allowed 1o do so with ,
honor; but the unreasonable requirement of |
the Southern authorities that it should be
| surrendered unconditionally, made ‘it im-
perative on the former to yield nnly %0 un-
avoidable necessity aud the force of circum-
stances. - ‘As a selected point of national
defense, as well for the security of the whole
interior of the country, as for the coast,
and for the pariicuiar State where located,
it should not have been gba. yned to &
hostile force, except npon terms that would
meet the sanction of the whole nation.

The utmost forbearance had been prac--
ticed—not a gun had been fired from the
fort—the work of erecting hostile batteries
and of resistiess investment had been al-
lowed to go on quietly, so thatas a military
WL HITVEILT LY tho capture Of baroly scventy
isolated men, reluctant to make any efficientg
defense and to shed. blood, by over seven
thousand men, permitted to make every ad-

: vantageous preparation for the attack, sf.

fords but little honor and eclat to be boasted |

of in the anaals of Southern Chivalry. As
there were no very serious easualties ve-
ported, this movement is important only,
as terminating the suspense of the coaatry, |
and presenting a question for the approval
or condemnation of the Ametican people.
The die is now cast, and the fell issues of
WAar are upon us. The lines of distinct de- -
markation between the true loya! friends of
our National Union, and those who have
espoused the pernicious maxims of seces-
sion, or who, poised upon a mere point of
policy, are wafted away by every breath of
mistaken interest or empty popwiar clamor,
these lines will now be drawn. Upon which

side will these Jines leave the people of
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' | ruption—that the ideas and sentiments of

Tennessee ard the Border Slave States? We
bave repudiated in our elections and Con-
ventions so far as they have been held, this -
secesgionmovement,as subversive of a|} popu- .
lar and Constitntional Government. Ten-
nessee in February last, voted by an ever-
whelming majority, that there were no ex-
isting evils to warrant even the holding of
8 Couavention for the purpose of deliberation.
Was that vote—has the whole action of the
Border Slave States been deceptive and
bypocritical toward the General Govern-
ment? Did we remain in the Union for the
purpose of tying the Government foot and
hand, to restrain it in any attempt to assert
it3 legitimate authority, and thus enable the
dignflected States to perfect their schemes of
disunion, with the purpose of ultimately
following what we seemingly condemmned ?
Can such & charge of shameful damning
treachery as this be brought against us 7—
No, a0, in God’s name, no. Were it true,
the world might well make up its verdict,
that our Republican institutions rested upon
foundations so rottea, that they were being
blown up by the spontaneous fires.of ¢or-

our people were 8o steeped in perfidy that
suffrage was a mockery at virtue, the public
voice a lie, and that the hund of despotism
alone could hold the masses to any legiti-
mate .ends of government. No; it is not
true. We were sincere and voted our conyic-
tions: What then has occurred since to
place us on a side antagonistic to our former
votesand principles ? Haa the charge of the
Disunionists, that the Republican party, in
the possession of the Goversment, meant
vitimately to extirpate slavery in the slave
States, been proven to be well founded and
A actuality jastifying disruptiom ? . Con-
gress passed a resointion by a vote of 106
to 4, that they had ne sach purpose. Only
four votes could be found in the wkLole
House of Representatives to sepport- this
unreasonable charge. Amendwents to our
Constitution, guaranteeing slavery in the
slave States perpetoally, passed Congress by
over m two-thirds vote, and, even without
any further action by the States, stand a
national pledge against any interference ; !
but when adopted by three-fourths of the |
States, becomes a part of that sacred instru. |
ment. [s not this point settled then beyond i
any doubt or cavil, and, as a cause of futare |
mistrust .or. spprehensioy, .cﬂ'eetmll; re-!
!

moved ? -

Then, is there any new phase of the Ter-
ritorial question to oceasion new alarm, and '
cause a change ln owr positions? Surely, '
none but what should, on the contrary,

uiet all fears of Southern miunds of excia- '
sion from equal occupancy, or asy denial of |
wbat they may regard as their constitutional
rights and privileges. We have pever con-
tended for moie than equality of tights in
the Territories.. We bave declared that we '
would be satisfied with a division of tha..
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¥ upos- the Hoe-of<the: Miseouri- Compromise, . 'S | we now be called upon to bold a grand sa-
- and yet the last Congress, in framing terri- 32 ! turnalia around the form of prosirate Lib-
' toriat bills for the three.mew Territories, . 0 | erty—tao desecrate the sacred altars of our
Nevads,. Dacotah and Celorado, 4 lying- b | country—tear down and trample upon our
north .of that line; impwed no resirictiop - :: Nation’s flag—recant our former principles

; upon slave peoperty, and made .uo atiemph
to incorporate the Wilmot Proviso that we

quietiy submitted to iw the Oregon bill of
Mr. Polk’s Administration.” There was vo |
denial of a free and equal occepation of
these Territories with the North, as- was |

policy of the Republlican party. The whole |
territory owned by us, both ‘wortir and |
south of the Missouri line, if I am pot mis-

taken, now lies open for Southern emigra-

tion, with slave property, s freely as for

{the North. - The Territory of New Mexico,

embracing ell of our possessions between

the States and California, south of the line,

was, by a slavery clause in the act of organ-

1zation, more especially opened to settle-

{ ment from the slave States. - Qught not this

to satisfy us? Can we reasonably ask any

exclusive privileges? The Republican party

have not pressed any policy, in reference to

the Territories, inimicil to the South, and,

in the-opinion of Mr. Douglas, the South

] hag all that she ever demanded. . =

. Is the Fugitive Slave Law less vigorously

{ enforced now than heretofore, 8o as to give

we new cause of offence and grievance? We

have just read accounts of the arrest of five

fugitive slaves at Chicago, and of their res-

titution to their owners. So energetically

are Mr. Lincoln’s Marshals fulflling bis

pledges fer the faithful execation of that

law, that there is a perfect stampede among

‘| the escaped megroes in the Northern States
to get to Canada, legt they be apprebended

and remanded to the South. The truth is,

that this law has been enforced to an extent
in the Northern States that has elicited ex-

press, which declares that a law, so repug-
nant to the feelings of a people, among
whom it is to operate, as the American Fu-
gitive Slave Law, could not be enforced any-
where on the globe, except in America. Are
we so blind to our own security as to break
with this people, who, against the strong
prejudices of education snd instincts of na-
ture, thus fulfil their constitutional obliga-
tions to us? Release them from these obli-
gations—make them your enemies, and open
a way as broad as five great States for the
exodus of your slave population! Whatpre-
A posterous folly and maduoess that would be.
And for what—why do thia? We bave seen
that there is no new policy; no legislation,
no grievance to warrant u change in our re-
lation ' o our Goverument, .Uur slave
1 interesats, - the - bone of ecoatention, are
' invested with infinitely greater security
i pow than at any forurer period, on ac-
count of a bettes understanding of many
mooted points of controversy between the
North and the South. Why, then, should

-t-pessistently .charged to be the unaiterable

pressions of astonishment from the English |.

{ have broken faith with us, aud whose Con.

1 who, if there ever was any danger to our

‘I sympathy with our geographical position,

'| mends itself to the sober-minded, conserva-

" of patriotistn—offer up the sacred glories of
our Union, with all the hopes end prospects
of our children and their children, as one
vast, appalling Lecatomb to the onc- destest-
ed spirit of Secession, and deify now what
was once a gpectre of horror to our imagina-
tions? We are to do this in order to unite
our destinies with some of our sister States

common iaterests in slavery, rutblessly
abandouned us to that danger—who had no

that exposes us to infinite losses in case of a
disruption—who refused to consult with ug,
and digregarded our protests, and now, en-
sconced behind us as a barrier between them
and the dreaded danger, are waugiog war

«p=inst our (jovernment, and giving us
Hlaunis a8 ' SUDMISSWLIG ™ o thy protee

tion we ‘are affording them—who have
- trampled our Constitution under foot for al-
leged reasons wholly insufficient, unsamc-
tioned and disapproved of by us. Can we
enter into a new boud with people who

' stitution provides for its own destraction at
any moment, and who may, on the slightest
pretext, and in fuifilleat of their loose
theories, secede from us to-morrow ?—
Shall we at all submit to be dragged out of |
the Union—9,000,000 succamb to the dicta~
tion of 4,000,000; the mountain go to Ma-
homet ?° Sift this latter number of popula-
tion—take from it the 2,000,000 of slaves,
the white women and children and the Un-
ion men, and you wouki not have 800,000,
remainiog. Is it reasonable aod right that
the destinies of this great nation should
bang upon the eaprices and be the sport of
any 800,000 mizguided men ?

Tbis secession movement ia ne way com-

tive men of the country. Itsincipieacy was
founded in usarpation and dizfranchisement
ot the masses of the people. It ignored the
poor maa and the workiog man, and set up
a slave oligarchy that dictated a government
in which the masses bad no voice. I trust
in God that such proceedings, so violative of
the genius of American liberty, and so preg-
oant of evil as precedents for despotism, will
never be sanctioned by such of the slave
States as still ho!d sacred the terchings of
the American Revolution, and the princi-
ples of our Republican Union, . . -

But yon may reply, that those States to
which 1 am appealing, were opposed to co-
ercion and so declared. So they did, but if
they, at the same time, avowed sentiments
of devotion to the Union, as a mere cloak,
and meant to compoive at Secession, tbeir
action was treachberous.

If they meant by |
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coercion that our Government must be
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stripped of al' authority aud bumiliated,
then they wers inconsistent, nod their reso-
lutions against coercion were disguised ordi-
nances of Secession, for they effectually |-
broke up the Government. I did not thus |-
interpret these resolutions. I supposed they
¢ | emanated from humane and peaceful senti- |
ments, not at all committing us to sapport
all the intemperate acts that our misguided
neighbors might commit. We held ap the
olive branch of peace, counselling modera-
tion nad forbearance on the part of our ;"
Government, while we expostulaied with
our erring bretbren. We were the arbiters ; |
of the right. Is Secession any more right
pow than at the beginning 7 Certainly less
' 1 s0, for its policy is altogether coercive. It
coerces its own people, and stifles all re.
menstrance. Qur Government bag at- »
tempted no invasion, carefully avoided ail 1
collisian, aod peacefuily carried the mails in |
alt the seceded States, and yet coercion was i
employed against it—Fort Sumter bom- t
barded snd forced to capitulate—the whole |
action of the Scuthern Confederacy is hos- |
 tile and aggressive toward our Goverament, |
i Is there any reason why we should counte- ;
{ nance and uphold coercion sagainst us, |
! against our Government, while we would '
! not hear to its employment to maintain
!onr own bonor, and the integrity of the
Nation ? ) ) oo
! You may urge that our trade is with the
: Beceded States, and unless we go with
them, it will be interrupted and our inter-
e3té puined.. Let ms exawiue 1his argameant
"of futerest, We do not sell them our cot-
1 Wow, our tebecco, our pig iron. We do sell |
them negroes, mules and provisioas, because !
Wwe eun raise them cheaper than they can, |
, 8ud we will aiways sell these 1o thew from I
y Becessity, and dpon their own maxiw, that
,‘“they will huy where they cen buy cheap- t.m
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, 06t - We have been selling goods and nees-§ -

- cbaodise to them, but cut off the importing
», Ppoiots of Boston, New York, and Philadel-
;- phbis, and direct the trade to Charleston, Sa-
+- vannah, Mobile and New Otleans, could you
k; hope 1o bring goods up the couniry to Nash-
> 'ville aad Louisville, and then setl them baek
f to the people of South Carolina, Georgia,
» ! Alabama and Mississippi 2 In the present
f- course of trade we bring goods as far-

llas our commercial -points and :seli them |:
The present coursg of _trade j

2, below us, ]
2 j is from the East to the Wess and South,
1 : and passes through the upper Slave Siates
-{to the extensive section below them.—
- | Change the direction so that the cur-
r | rent must fow upward, and- ibe- parrow

O i nd wid B

, | district north of Nashrille woald not- main-
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"| know no swerving from our duty in the day |

| tain @y agan important Commsereial point,
while - Louisville, om the  uppar border,
t would -be entirely unsupposted. Be far-es
the mercantile trade of Nasbwille is affected
this season, must be attributed mainly to
the failure of the Southern crops. Seces-
sion bas incidentally affected omr busiuess
by greatly embarrassing the monetary af-
fairs of the country. Here, then, is & sim-
ple problem for your reflection. If a partisl,

temporary, division of the ceuntry has re-
duced real estate over one-balf, and pegro
property fully one-balf im -valite, What

eral disruption of the nation? Undoubted-
ly hopeless bankruptcy to every interest in
the land. Our troe interests, then, point.to
the restoration of the Union' a2z our only
hope of preservation. -We must pot join
the Sucession movement and give it success-
ful permanence. The scceded States desert-
od us ; we must leave them to the conse-
quences of their own folly. Their isolation
tor one year, with a fearfal -acenmulation of
-expense and indebtednesa, will make them
glad again to take shelter in the Unipn.
The damage will be incvitably great to us
all, but then there wil] be some tezmination
to it. Join them and we will be the & f-
ferers by losses of negro property,:aud
the Southern trade diverted from -ws,
and this order of things will be perpetusl.

This subject is s0 immense iu-.its. seope
and wide-spread ramifications that & writer
becomes bewildered with the multitude of
thoughts, and has great dificuity in com-
pressing in one general article a sasisfactory
treatment of the wany points invelved. |
will close, then, by cquuseiing the Union

and what we had all hoped would be a|

would be the direful cansequeace of a gen- |

and Conservative men of the couniry to.|
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tucky true to the long line of precedents,
the sanctions of experience, and the memo-
ries that call up the proud glories that rupge’
along our nation’s course, back t the timned
when the great, wise and devoted_ W ashing-
ton committed the liberty he ‘had won to
the keeping of his people. .- Stand firm to
the Union, as the paladium of that sacred
trust. We may counsel our Government to
deal us tenderly as possible with #his per-
plexing Southern embroglio, but we must

of trial. . We must prove oucrselves men
worthy the example of our fathers, and
emulating their disinterested and patriotic
ardor, Lesitate not to * pledge our lives, our

stand steadtast and firm to yoor former pro-;"'
fessions, and your plighted sllegiance 1oy
your country. Keep Tepnessee and Keu-:f,;
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fortunes, and our sacred honors” to the
ugion of these States and the perpetaity of
our government, B : H, F.

Nashviile, Temn., April 16,1861, s -
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