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THE ADVANCING ARMY AND THE SLAVES,

———
It bas been decided by cur government that
no fogitives shall be allowed to fullhw qur
army colomns as they advasce upon Rich-
mond. Tbhisis a needful and timely regnla-
tion. The march of our troops will be
through a region densely populated with
slaves, There are aboa:t half & miliion of
this population in the state, and prubably, be-
fore James river is reached, at least two-fifchs
of them may, if ‘they choose, get to our
lines by & simple three hours’ run. Making
ell allowance for that considerable class whom
no hope cf liserty would tempt away from
their masters, and giviog all dae ef
feot, too, to the frightful notwas of
northern character stadionsly infused iato
the mirdsof the blacks, there can yet be no
doubt that maltisudes would psur in upon
our advanciog c¢)lumns, were they to
have & favorable reception. Hitherto, while
our camps in Virginia have been staticnary,
fupitives who entercd them have in mno
oase beep turned off ; they have been fed and
. put to work, ‘with the mutual understanding,
we suppee, tbat the claime of their reb-l
masters upon them thereby ceased to exiss.
But now that our forzes are in motiin thig
" practice oeases fur two excellent reasons,
First, it weuld be impracticanle. Bat gom-
paratively few of the thousands aud teas of
theurands that would zeek refuge could be
put o useful service, and the hanging of sach
8 body of idlers npon an army would be a
fatal incumbrance. Saying pothiog of the
difficulsy of eubsisting them, thay would bo s
constant hindrance to the freedom of move-
ment indispenrable to troops sn the maroh;
You might as well attaeh a chain and ball
the arkle of every eoldier as to huve this
black dead-waight draggiog atthe heels of the
army collectively. Even though politisal and
moral coneiderations favored i, military
necessities would wnost positively forbid ; aud,
in all that relates to the campaign, these gra
of course paramount. In & military point of
visw, the idea of making our army s slave
asylum is simply an absurdity,
Bat, second, even if allowable in & military
' way, it would bring confusion and disaster
upon every true object of the war. Our army
would assume the character of a slave-libarat-
ing army, the very hour the black following

.do with the slave population,

begas. The South would at once take its
errand to ba pure and eimple ab =1it;ionjlsfn.
All tbe moral force that nox attashos to "t 3
ithe vindicator of constitutional law would
disappear, and the 5trugg]e would cheog- ita
ground entirely--no longer resting oo, the
right of a goveroment io enforcy ita
authcrity, but on the yet highor right of
8 society to save itself from destruction.
The war would at onca become te the
South a eocial neceesity, and would be fougzht
out with a desperation not otherwise possible.
The pretext used by the conspirators to ‘‘fire
the souttern heart ”’ was that the govern-
ment designed to destroy southern iastito-
ticns. Therea never was a falser imputation.
But it is all the more necessary that no color
should be given it. If we bave any deeire to
urdeceive the dupes of this falsehnod, any
expectation of restoring the Joyalty of the be.
trayed majority of the southern people, the
government by its practical action mast
sbow that it has no such ends a3 were im
puted to it. It must in no form, whether
legislative judicial or military, lemd its
fower to any abolitioniziag work. And
therefcre all who value the Union and the
Coustitution will commead the wisdom and
ficelity of the government in prescribing that
our advancing armies shall bave mothing fo
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It is po:sible that a great number of slaves
may take advantage of the condition of the
coubtryaround them, and of the absence of their
masters—great numbers of whom ara in the
rebel ranks—to make their escape, even though
» | the federal soldiers give them no protection.
» | Perhaps whole neighborhoods may swarm with
" | such flying fogiiives. For that, however,
our soldiers cannot be responsible, and it | !
will be no part of their business to pravent |
it. If actual servile imsurreciion should | !
break out with all its unutterable horrors, |
they would upquestionably suporess it at the | |
firat callof Gov. Pierrepont and the President. |
The laws of humanity would require this. Bat | ¢
if it were only a pecaceful secession of slaves, |
even though ittook the form of &n actual stam. |
pede, it wonld not b« for them to arreat it. Qur | ¢
suldiers were never made t) beslave overgeers; | °
ard no men at the South, whether he be re- | !
bellious or loyal, must for & moment expeot | !
it. Whatever losres Virginia shall meet in | ¢
this way, she must patiently take as one | ¢
of the nmecessary ocinseque.cis of her |!
infatvation. It would not, we think, be hard | ¢
te show that this wick.d rebellion has put | °
causes into operation which will, ia the ead, { !
make Virginia a free state—aod that, too, |
witbout the slightest iuterference on the part | 1
of the federal governm. nt. I'be slave power |
of the state, in attempting to sell the state to | ¢
JeFF. Davis, bas sealed its own dosm. It |
will pever more be trust-d by the p2ovole of | 1
the state, will I se all politizal influeace, will
sivk into dishonor, and the priaciples of
Western Virginia will become the raling pol-
icy. This rebellion will te terribly uwpon
slavery, but not because of any action of tre .
federal goveroment repugunaat to the spirit of
the Constiturion.
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