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SPEECH OF GEN. LANEL

Gen. It LaxE made a speech at Springfield, Mo.,
on the 31st of October, which is characteristic of the
man, and very pointed on slavery. We give a synop-
sis of it :—

] shall not conceal the fact that in one respect
I differ from some of my compeers in command, as
to the mode of warfare which is best caleulated to
bring this wretched contest to a speedy, honorable
and durable close. The point of the diffurence refers,
of course to slavery—the cause of all differences—the
Pandora’s box from which have issued all our nation-
al troubles. My creed is, Let slavery take care of il-
self. If it can survive the shock of war, let it ive,
but if between an upper and nether mill stone it be

ound to powder, and the winds drive it away, it is
not for me to gather up the dust again. 1 do not
propose to make war upon slavery, but upon rebels,
and in the meantime to let slaves and slavery take
care of themselves. An oligarchy more cruel and
proscriptive than ever scourged and cursed a nation,
ancient or modern, has brought on this war for slav-
ery; and if we are required to protect,orin any way
to help slavery, then we are required to co-operate
with the encmy to help him, to defend him, and work
for the same end.

Can we place ourselves thus in alliance with our
deadly and barbarous foes, and at the same time con-
quer them, subdue them, crush them ?  When less
contradictions are reconciled, we shall think of har-
monizing this. War at best is a terrible calamity
to a nation. In all the country through which we
have passed, mails are stopped, scheols are sus ended,
churches are turned into hospitals for the sick and
wounded, and general demoralization prevails. Pro-

tract the war one year, and desolation, moral and |-

material, alone would mark the track of armies.
Justice, humanity and mercy require that the con-
flict should be terminated as soon as possible, with
the least practicable shedding of bleod. _Astonishing
as it may scem to you, gentlemen from Indiana, it 13
a fact we have repeatedly demonstrated, that a heavi-
er blow is dealt to the realm of Secessia in the abduc-
tion or freedom of & slave, than in the killing of a
goldier in arms.  Yes, and I may put the truth in a
still stronger light ; abduct from the same family a
slave, and kill a son in arms, and the loss of the slave
will be regarded as the greater misfortune—the
- calamity for which there -1s no healing balm. I
could bring up more than a thousand witnesses,
whose observation and experience qualify them.to
speak of the truthful candor of my remarks,

“ If, then, by allowing a slave to fall into the wake
of the army and find the priceless boon of freedom,
we avoid bloodshed, save property from destruction,
and strike death-dealing blows upon the head and
front of this rebellion, does not every good and just
consideration require that this policy .be adopted!
This war is for slavery; let us make it the mighty
engine for slavery’s destruction, and the rebels wifl
soon cry ¥ enough.” They will see that like Saturn

" in the fable, they are eating their own children, and
- will consent to cut short the repast. Every guaran-
ty that is given to slavery by the Government
strengthens the rebels in their course. The Kansas
Brigade has met the enemy in battle, and routed
~ himin every conflict. We havedestroyed Osceola—
a sort of half town and balf military Eosb—-but all
these thins combined have not <brought the rebels

g0 quickly to their knees as the escaping of a-few
hundred slaves by. following the back track -of the
army. ' R
Gentlemen, my logic teaches that we cannot de-
fend and make war upon the same foe at the same
time; and if it is the purpose of the Government to
crush the rebels anFl revent their slaves from
stampeding, {wo armies sli)muld be sent into the field.
The advance force imight be called the treason-crush-
ing army, and should be furnished with offensive
weapons.  The other should be called the slavery-re-
storing army, and shonld move about ten miles in
the rear. It should be clad in defensive armor of
triple steel; for such is the meanness of spirit which

is bred in the hearts of men by slave-breeding, slave-

trading and slave-holding, that the masters would
creep into every place of ambush and fire upon
those who were gathering up and returning their fu-
gitive human property. It would be illegitimate for
the slavery-restoring army to return the fire, as they
might harm some of the pets and darlings for whom
they were so generous};r acting. Therefore, give
them the defensive armor, but no offensive weapons.
Such an arrangement, novel as it might seem, must
be had, if slavery is to be preserved in the rear of an
army which moves with a force sufficient to crush
this huge rebellion. . '

In my opinion, the second army should be as nu-
merous as the first. Preserving slavery will cost the

Government ten times as much as crushing the rebel-
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lion. (“That’s s0”") The policy inaugurated by
the Kansas Brigade, which I have the honor to com-
mand, was not adopted in a moment, but is the re-
sult of much experience. In a speech, recently made
in the city of Leavenworth, my feelings of indigna-
tion became wrought up to such a pitch that I was
betrayed into the use of language which was justly
condemned by the religious sentiment of the country,
and which, in cooler moments, meets my earnest dis-
approval.
- my language is rough or smooth, principle and duty
~ require that our policy be rigidly adhered to until

. condemned by the Government, and if it should be}:
condemned, if the Government demand of the Brig- |-
~ ade obedience to the behests of sldvery, I shall con-|.

.~ sider the question of withdrawing from the field.
Since the rebels have failed to nationalize slavery,
their battle-cry is: ¢ Down with the Union!” Let
slavery lift its'crest in the air.  And here I solemnly
vow that, if Jim Lane is compelled to add a note to

such an infernal chorus, he breaks his sword and |'

quits the field. Let us be bold ; inseribe “{Freedom
to All” upon our banners, and appear just what we
are—the opponents of slavery. 1t is certain, as if
written in the book of fate, that this point must be
reached before the war is over. 'Take this stand, and

enthusiasm will be inspired in the ranks. In steadi-

ness of purpose and courage, each soldier will be a
Spartan hero.  The spirit of the Crusader will be
united with the iron will of the Roman, and an army
of such soldiers is invincible. (Cheers)) These
things to you, Indianians, may appear strange; but
when your military education has received that pe-
culiar cast which experience is sure to give it, and

which now pertains to the Xansas soldier, then will-

~we march shoulder to shoulder, and victoriously, too,

ut, whether excited or calm, whether |.

against the enslavers and brutalizers of Tnen ; against
the traitors to the best government in the world.

Soldiers, we have a commander in whose skill, !
courage and kindness of heart we may always con-
fide. Goneral Hunter has a Kansas education; he
suffered with us because of slavery, and he will, I
know, endorse the policy 1 have advocated to-night.

1t should be the business of Congress, at its coming
session, to pass a law directing the President of the
United States, by proclamation, to order the rebel
States, within thirty or sixty days, to lay down their
arms and return to their allegiance; or in default
thereof declare every slave free throughout their do-
mains. So far as | am concerned, 1 hope the Al-
wighty will o direct the hearts of the rebels that,
like Pharaoh, they will persist in their erime; and
then we will invade them and sirike the shackles
from every himb. K

As such a proclamation might have the effect to
liberate the slaves of many loyal eitizens, 1 would
cheerfully give my consent to have them paid out
of the National treasury any loss they might sustain.
Let us dare to do right, trusting to the principle
that might makes right; and the Great Republic,
once the wonder of the world, will emerge from these
troubles purer, wealthier and stronger than ever.
These are among the reasons why % Freedom to All™
is the watchword of the Kansas Brigade- Would to

S Quad I (:Uulll‘lju'b“alr -;f-t]u-anahoub thoe mrwny agd tu

the whole nation! Let the wind waft it over the
prairies of the West, let the thunder of cannon speak
it to the ears of traitor tyrants, let the mountains of
Pennsylvania, Virginia and New-England echo it to
heaven, and the great God of angels and men, as its

- L[] . - D
Patron and Friend, will give it success. '

-
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