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Geonoral Les on the Neogre Seldioe Ques.
tion=The Richmend po(rou lmug
80 Aveld the Draft, » ;.- Iy

« In support of sa .rgnmm Mllusrmln
of the slaves of the Davis “coafedorncy” is
the cause of Southera independence, one of
the Richmond journals recsutly asserted that
Goneral Lee was in favor of the scheme, and
that,such being the oase, the question ought to
be conaidered as finally seitled. This state-
ment, it now appears, was no nndon ansertion;
for « Richmond ocorrespondent of ‘She Liver
pool Courier, ln & loiter to that journal of the
8th November, says be had been spending &
day with General Lee, who, ia & convemation
upoa {be subject, ssid, “I wish you e under-
stand my views o this subject I am favor-
able to the use of our servants in the army, I
think we can make better soldlers of them than
Linooln can. Ho olaims to bave two hundred
thousaad of them in his service. We can de-
strey the value of all suoh soldiers te him by
using ours against them. I do not see why 1
should not have the use of such availablo ma-
terial as well as be. 1 would bold out to them
the oertainty of fresdom -and a home whes
they sball bave recdred eficient ssrvice. He
bes not given them o home, nor can he give
them officers who can onderstaad nnd mntxo
them 50 well as we can.”? -~ - -

.. This, then, is General Lee's oplnlon. 'rbo
writer in question further says that on the next
day he had a conversation with the rebel Ad-
jutant and Inspector Genmeral Oeoper, who
agreed with General Les in bls views, and
said, “I would not await the slow action of
Legislatures oun the subject. . We'have slready
used them (negroes) in the place of soldiers
a8 teamsters and in engineer service, We
can use them in other ways, Thers is no
reagon for delay. Let them be placed fn the
fleld, and give them freedom for faithful ser-
vioe to the Siate.” The Koglish reporter of
these important facts next gives us the infor-
wation that “the (Jeff. Davis) government bas
inaugurated suoh~ & movement by making,
duriog the present month (November), a duaft
of free and slave pegroes, nominally for the
erection of field works, &ec., but really to
drill aod prepare them for home defence, I
travelled to Richmond in & tiin containing
one or two ocarriages (oars) crowded with
these drafted megroee.” . - v

, A\.<. o

So far, then, as Richmond and the adjacent
couatry are concerned this quostion of levying
wpon the siave plantations for black soldier
to Aight for “the confederucy” is settled. Bul
how is 1t that General Lee bas postpoved so
long this last resort of an appeal to Saumbo,
with tha boon of emancipation, and wby does
he now so earnestly advooate this foolish
experiment? It is because heretofore, though
deprived of all h's negroes &t Arliaglon
Heights and elsewhers, General Lee bas still
clung to the fallacy that “Bouthern inde
peudence” would be achieved without uproot-
ing the Institution of slavary In 0i1d Virginla.
Honoe he bas bren epposed to any change in
the old Southera stalus of the negro, =s a base
and treacherous creature, not to be admitted
oeven to the dignity of a negra soldier.. Bul
Gen. Lee has evidently become convinced that
whatever may be the falo of slaveryin the
ootton States, the Institution is doomed and Ia
slfeady a8 good as pone in Virginia. There.
fore, like the fox that hed tout DIS tall, he n ln
favor of using nogro slaves aa seldiers, and with
tbe boon of freedom and a free farm to beot ss |
thelr reward for faithful services, although the
grand result may be the abolitien of slavery
threughout the Sonts.  What does be care for
the other “Confederato States” if the lastitution
fur the perpetuity and extension of which ihey
sl plunged into thu war is knookuin thc
hoad is Old Virginia. ° Vo iy

The troublels, howonr, that the ﬂaveho\dou
ia the cotton 8tates, and some yet even in Vir-
giania, to the west of Ricbmond, where the war
bas not disturbed them, cannot see the subject
in the same light in which it is viewed by Gen-
oral Lee. They cannot understand whai they
aro fighting for, if not for the maintenance of
their rebel corner stone of selavery. They
went into this rebellion to get rid of the
Northern abolitionists, and to secure the insti.
tution of siavery against their dangerous aboli-
tion agitatiens and designs. And whai is this
Southern oonfederacy to us, the Georgia plan-
ter inquires, if we are to make it & confede-
racy of free negroes! Would it not be cheaper
to abandon the concern at onoce, if we are to
give up slavery any bow, and fall back into the
014 Union, risking all the chances of Lincoln's
emancipation prociamations! And what right
bas the Uontederate government st Richmood
to interfere at allio this tbing of slavery? Is ié
not purely & State lostitution? Ave we to bave
not only emanocipation foroed upos us by Pres!-
dent Davis and bis obsequious Congress, but
are we also to be called upon te surrender all
the rights of the sovereign States to sn absolute
and remorseless oentral despotism? - ;¢
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.|" The difficulties suggested in these inquiries
| | bave prevented and will prevent sny attempts
1 | to levy soldiers for Davis from the siave plan-
tations of his confederacy beyend the tmme-
diate veighborbood of Richmond. But the
strongest objection to any suchk scheme bas
just beea developed ia General Bherman's
eampaign through the Btate of Georgia. He
brought off with him some tea thousaad able h
bodied slaves, voluntary and rejoloing follow-
ers. He turned back, for laok of traoeporta-
tion and subaistence, some thirty or forty thou-
sand slaves anzieus teo follow bim (o the ead
of his journey. Had be tried it, by simply is-
viting them to come along, be might have
bt off nineteen-twentietbs of the slaves,
big #od little, of the whole Btate of Georgls, by
s oircuitous mareh covering all the countiecs.
The Southera siavebolders know all this. They
koow that Linocoln bas the ineide track on
emancipstion against Davis, and that the
negroes hn ukol tlnotr poomol npon this
qnoluon. , e d

" Even In Richmoad they appm' to hm no
especial liking for the military service of
“] Davis. The Sentinsl—Jefl.’s rebel organ-
'{ eays “a reguiar panic and stampede bme
takea place among the segrose of the oity;"”
' | that eonsiderable gangs of them bave been
» | running away, earrying thelr housebold goods
along with them, and that ‘the canse of the
| { stampede is the report that bas gotien abroad
| | thatall tbhe male pegroes are to be put luto the
) | army.” This stampede shows that if the negro
| | oan at onoe obtain his liberty by ruoning off,
I
|
|
J

be Is not going to remain and fight upon & mere
promise of bis freedom at the end of the war,
The bare mention of the proposition is conola-
sive. The Davis confederacy is in the puoge P
, | of dissolution, and Geveral Lee, ia apponiing
+ {1 40 Omear and Ponpoy, oul; bmn his hopo-
llm olamion. it T _
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