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‘Fhe Plans ol Johin Brown,

Gertit &mith writes ¢ long letter, in which
ke dentes that he knew angthing of Joim
Brown's izvasion schieme, He also relates somo
inieresting curenmstances in regard to that oid
hero.  3r. Swmith says:

John Drown tolked to me—bnt he never
eovpeeled with me -respecting bis pians for
irecing wiaves,  Then, tow, 1or reasous, which
li: sentioned to some of his frinnds, he did
not feel as iree to tell me, as he did to tell
vikers, the demileof these plans, But I learned
rnough of them to believo that, iu nddition to
s former wuys of bLelpiog off slaves, be
wican: 1o geinto 4 mountun or moantains of o
sinve State, and invite alaves to flee to him,
i to give them arms Lo regist nllempisat thoir
tecapanre. [ conleas thar, with all ¥ lean-
tbys to ** ponresistunee,” I did not object to
this Bse ¢ 5 urms,

Brown left Peterboro April 14, 1859, awl
never returned to it. [ never saw him again,
atai mever agnin Lad I any communication with
hits, direet or iudirect, touching his plans vr
movements.  [id only letter to me alter that
tite wos o few lmes respectiog bis inability to
oblain the payment of o note I had given Lim,
This note tor 3250 wns against one of bis ol
fricneds and tellow-laborers in Kunsas, For
months after 1 received that letter, [ was at
n losa to know where he was. When ho left
Peterboro, he bud not yet decided wizether to
£0 into au Fastern or a Western Slave State.

1 thiok it wag in Augnst that T learned, in
sotne indireet way —-perhaps from mere rumor
= that Brown wud in Chamabersburg, Ina sim.
ilor way [ lemned, only n very few weeks, per-
baps iy a very few daye, before bis descent
ugou Horper's Ferry, that Brown had gone juto
o slove State. T well remnember looking into au
atlas 10 sce what mountiio or mounteius oo bad
p_mh:-hl_\' RODe 10. [ boped that the next news
wonld be the weleome opa of n stampede of
sluves.  Dut, 1".".‘!.;1‘]! of tLat, it was the painfal
uews of the arper's Ferry atfair. [ bad not
v:yaell the alightest knowivage re: mtmation
of Brown's intended insoaion of Har]mr'-l' For-

: and when L saw thal George I,. Stearns, of

ton, t?-g"ﬁﬂ] before the S-:u.uti; Cou)mi’tfuu
that Lie too knew nothing of that ivtended ine
VAs100, lqp.ealloued whether a single petaon
in all the North kuew anything of at.  Inglaed
not one person testibed befors the Committes
that lie knew anghbt of (ke intended wmvamon,
“Sor was this universal ignorance io tne matter
1 the least degree strange, for it tams cut thyy
it wus only a very few weeks before bis descen:
upon Harper's Ferry that Brown had dsculed
upon it. By the way, Brown bimsell, as be wus
reported, expressed deep regret at this chonge
in Lis pinos, - :

Lct me say that I east no blame onany one for
supposing that Thad a fali knowledge of Brown's

lans aund bis changes in them. Abat I bad iy,

adit, a not very unreasonable inference from
tke intimate relations both of business and
fiendsbip exicting between us.  Nevertheless,
£0 it id, that I bad bot a partial knowledge of
these plans, and riot the loast knowledge of bis
vxchanging or abandouing them for others,
Kight bere, too, lét me say that I do not feel
mye2ll at all disbonored by the coupiing of: my
uamb with any of Brown's cndeavors for the
liLerntion of the slave. - Even ‘whero truth for-
Lids tho coupling, regard for iy reputation
does not forbad it. The wore the public iden-
titics we with John Brown, the more it honors
m. - . ® e - .
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